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WORSHIP PROGRAM
March, April, May 2021
MUSICAL PRELUDE
March: “God of Our Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand,” AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, #530, or “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” Cece Winans,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vk_VZIuAYkM
April: “My Times Are In Thy Hands,” AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal,
#78, or “New Season,” Israel and New Breed, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=dY2LGKNv1GU
May: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah,” AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, #82, or “Moving Forward,” Israel Houghton,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVEFGllyx1o
CALL TO WORSHIP
March: Led by an adult woman (1st Sunday); a young adult woman
(2nd Sunday); a female youth (3rd Sunday); and a female child (4th Sunday). [Note: These selections are in recognition of Women’s History
Month.]
Leader: “When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called
to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’” (Exodus
3:4 NRSV)
All: “Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet,
for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’” (Exodus 3:5
NRSV)
April: Led by a Steward (1st Sunday); a Trustee (2nd Sunday); a Christian
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educator (3rd Sunday); and a missionary (4th Sunday).
Leader: “Awake, awake, put on your strength, O Zion! Put on your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city; for the uncircumcised and the
unclean shall enter you no more.” (Isaiah 52:1 NRSV)
All: “Shake yourself from the dust, rise up, O captive Jerusalem; loose the
bounds from your neck, O captive daughter Zion!” (Isaiah 52:2 NRSV)
May: Led by the Sunday Church School Superintendent (1st Sunday);
the Young People-Adult teacher (2nd Sunday); the Intermediate-Senior
teacher (3rd Sunday); the Junior teacher (4th Sunday); the Primary or
Beginner teacher (5th Sunday).
Leader: “O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and
sure.” (Isaiah 25:1 NRSV)
All: “Therefore strong peoples will glorify you . . . For you have been a
refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from
the rainstorm and a shade from the heat . . .” (Isaiah 25:3a, 4)
Choral Invocation (Sung corporately): “Kum Ba Yah” (AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, #620, verses 1&4)
MORNING HYMN
March: “O God, Our Help In Ages Past,” (AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal,
#81)
April: “God of Grace and God of Glory,” (AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, #227)
May: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing,” (AME Zion Bicentennial
Hymnal, #29)
RESPONSIVE READING
Ezra 9:6-11, 30-32 NRSV
Leader: And Ezra said: “You are the Lord, you alone; you have made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that
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is on it, the seas and all that is in them. To all of them you give life, and
the host of heaven worships you.
People: You are the Lord, the God who chose Abram and brought him
out of Ur of the Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham; and you
found his heart faithful before you, and made with him a covenant to
give to his descendants the land of the Canaanite . . . and you have fulfilled your promise, for you are righteous.
Leader: And you saw the distress of our ancestors in Egypt and heard
their cry at the Red Sea. You performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his land, for you knew that
they acted insolently against our ancestors. You made a name for yourself, which remains to this day.
People: For many years you were patient with them, and warned them
by your spirit through your prophets; yet they would not listen. Therefore you handed them over to the peoples of the lands. Nevertheless, in
your great mercies you did not make an end of them or forsake them,
for you are a gracious and merciful God.
All: "Now therefore, our God—the great and mighty and awesome God,
keeping covenant and steadfast love—do not treat lightly all the hardship
that has come upon us, upon our kings, our officials, our priests, our
prophets, our ancestors, and all your people . . .”
Rally Song: “The Heavens Are Telling, ” Karen Clark Sheard, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zrj5FZ6uoNI
Study Period: Learners study the lessons in their classes
Closing Assembly: Class members will commit and dedicate themselves to renewing their covenant with God and living out each day their
covenant with God.
Sunday School Benediction: Sunday school is over for another day.
Hear us, Heavenly Father, as to Thee we pray. Through the week be with
us in our work and play; Make us kind and loving, help us to obey. Amen.
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ADULT UNIT I: Faithful Prophets
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Moses: Prophet of Deliverance
ADULT TOPIC: Facing the Impossible
LESSON 1
DATE: March 7, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: Psalm 77:11-20
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Exodus 12:28-50; Deuteronomy
18:15-22
PRINT PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 18:15-22
Home Daily Bible Reading
Feb. 24
Feb.25
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Feb. 28
Feb. 29
Mar. 1
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Zephaniah 1:14-18
Amos 5:1-3, 16-17
Amos 5:4-5, 14-15
Amos 5:6-7, 10-13
Genesis 1:4-9; Amos 5:8-9
Hosea 2:14-23
Amos 5:18-24

The Coming Day of the Lord
Judgment Coming to the Nation
Seek the Lord, Establish Justice
Injustice Leads to Ruin
Lord of Creation and Judgment
God Loves All Peoples
Justice for the Poor and Distressed

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or Leaner
Celebration – “Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”- #278 A.M.E.Z. Bicentennial Hymnal
Declaration – Deuteronomy 18:15-22
(Read together by class, by a volunteer or responsively.)
A New Prophet Like Moses
15
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16 This is what
you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more,
or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17 Then the Lord replied to
me: “They are right in what they have said. 18 I will raise up for them
a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words
in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that
I command. 19 Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20 But any
prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to
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speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to
speak—that prophet shall die.” 21 You may say to yourself, “How can
we recognize a word that the Lord has not spoken?” 22 If a prophet
speaks in the name of the Lord but the thing does not take place or
prove true, it is a word that the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has
spoken it presumptuously; do not be frightened by it.
Affirmation – We will completely rely on God in resolving challenging situations. (Spoken together by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
The Spring Quarter (March, April, May
2021) introduces the ministry of Old Testament prophets. A diversity of people are
used by God to be God’s spokespersons to
Israel and Judah. Prophets have messages that are meant to effect social change
that conform to God’s desired standards as
described in the Law. Unit I looks at why
prophets were necessary in Israel’s history. Moses gave the people God’s promise
of a Promised Land; Joshua, Huldah, and
Elijah illustrate the fulfillment of God’s promise given through Moses. Unit II
reveals the compassion of God during times in Israel’s history when the people
forsook God’s ways. Isaiah’s writings and the Gospel of Luke are used on Easter to portray Jesus as the Suffering Servant. Prophecies in Ezra, Nehemiah,
and Lamentations further show the faith of the prophets as they present God’s
hope to the Israelites. The third unit shows the boldness of God’s prophets in
First Kings, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Jonah. Prophets called the returning exiles
to restore their covenant with God.
Unit I, “Faithful Prophets,” has four sessions drawn from Exodus, Deuteronomy,
Joshua, 1 and 2 Kings, and explores the reasons prophets were necessary in
Israel’s history. Moses leads the people out of Egypt, thus fulfilling God’s promise to bring the people back to Canaan. In Deuteronomy, Moses shares with
the people God’s promise to give them prophets who will speak God’s word to
them. Stories about Joshua, Huldah, and Elijah illustrate the fulfillment of God’s
promise given through Moses.
Life often confronts us with situations that appear to offer only poor outcomes.
How are we to respond when the seemingly impossible is asked of us? Follow6

ing the command of God, the people of Israel left Egypt under the leadership of
a faithful prophet, Moses, who became a model for prophets to come.
If able, partner up in groups of twos or threes and draw up a common list of
definitions and characteristics that you as a group, have experienced in your
understanding of a prophet. List ways you have determined the distinctions
between true and false prophets. Share with your group your positive and negative experiences with persons who have presented themselves as prophets
of God.
Report your findings to the members of the group and see if you can determine
what sort of reputable leadership God may be providing for God’s people today
in comparison with the kind of leadership provided in Old Testament times.
How do you see Jesus fitting into that picture?
EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
Deuteronomy 18:15-18: Moses was preparing
the people whom he had led for 40 years for the
time when he would no longer be with them. This
could not have been a happy time either for him or
them. For the people, it had to be rather sad losing their leader who had been the intercessor between them and God, their spokesperson before
God, and God’s messenger to them. And he had
been God’s true representative and their trustworthy leader. Moses, as a prophet, had spoken on
God’s behalf (Exodus 3–4). God puts God’s words
in the mouth of God’s prophets, whether favorable or unfavorable to the hearers
(v.18; Jeremiah 1:7-9). In Egypt, for example, Pharaoh was presumed to be a
deity himself. Moses’ request to free the Israelites temporarily to worship their
God was seen as a rejection of the deity of Pharaoh. This attack on Pharaoh’s
ego may explain the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart (Exodus 7:13; 8:15, 19,
32). What began as Moses’ plea to let God’s people go (Exodus 6:10-11), after much resistance and unhappy consequences, ended with Pharaoh pleading
that Moses take the Israelites away from Pharaoh’s subjects (v.12:31). There
had been many ups and downs, trials and errors, in those 40 years of shaping a
people for God. This was the closing of an era. Moses was reassuring them that
God would provide them with a reliable and trustworthy prophetic leader for
the future. The phrases “prophet like me” (Deuteronomy 18:15) and “prophet
like you” (v.18) have immediate reference to the line of Israelite prophets. However, much later they find their ultimate fulfillment in the prophetic ministry of
Christ (see Acts 3:19-23).
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Deuteronomy 18:19-22: What were the requirements for the replacement
of Moses among the people and what were the standards by which the new
prophets would be judged? There were requirements that had to be met on
both sides. The people would have to honor and respect God continually
through obedience to the leadership through whom God would provide guidance for them. And the prophets would have to be true to their honorable roles
as God’s representatives to the people. Moses warned against false prophets
(v.18:20). Eventual fulfillment is one test of true prophecy (v.18:20) though
further tests may also be required (Deuteronomy 13:1-5). The statement made
in verse 20 is played out in the confrontation between Elijah and the prophets
of Baal (see 1 Kings 18:20–40). For one thing, Moses’ character was a good
measuring stick by which a true prophet was to be determined. He had to be
humble and obedient to God, not arrogant and self-serving. Another criterion
was that of the truth of the alleged prophet’s message. “Was it consistent with
the previously revealed word of the Lord? If it did not square with that divine
standard, then the prophet’s teaching had to be rejected and the man himself
judged as a false prophet. The prophet Isaiah later urged his audience to conduct this test (Isaiah 8:19-20)” (Standard Lesson Commentary, Large Print
Edition, 2020-2021, p. 237).
ELEVATE: (10 MIN.)
When God speaks, we listen, and
many times we long for the voice
of God to bring us hope and reassurance for our survival. We are
encouraged to wait upon God and
trust God’s timing and provision
in carrying us through difficult circumstances. Although we affirm
that nothing is impossible for God,
we yearn for God to act in our favor when times are tough, and we
are struggling to be faithful when
things seem hopeless.
If able, break into small groups and share your experiences of looking to Christian leaders for messages of encouragement and hope during difficult times.
Does God provide leaders we need today to help us through, or are we left
pretty much on our own today to face our troubles? Share ways in which we
develop our own powers of discernment through prayer and the study of Scrip8

ture. Do we find strength and encouragement in bonding together and sharing
one another’s burdens? If so, how so?
iTHINK: (5 – 7 min.)
1. List qualities of trustworthy and untrustworthy leaders and discuss how
Moses exemplified the qualities of a trustworthy leader. How do you distinguish
between a true prophet and a false prophet?
2. Brainstorm a list of Old Testament prophets and how God used them to
deliver God’s people. How does this encourage us to trust God in seemingly
impossible situations?
3. Create a worksheet listing idioms for being in an impossible situation with
blanks where the vowels would appear. Prior to class distribute the worksheets
and having participants fill in the blanks. Then discuss the common meanings
of the idioms. Some examples of these idioms are: between a rock and a hard
place, at a dead end, twixt the devil and the deep blue sea, at the end of my
rope, in dire straits.
4. Work with your group to list some of the surprising events in Exodus such
as: death in every Egyptian household but none in Israelite households, Pharaoh asking the Israelites to leave the country, Egyptians financing Israel’s exodus from Egypt, and four centuries of captivity ending in a single night. Discuss
why these surprising events were necessary and how Moses successfully represented God in leading the people through difficult situations.
5. Play a recording of a spiritual such
as “Wade in the Water,” “Ride on,
Moses,” or “Sweet Canaan’s Happy
Land.” Discuss why biblical allusions
were so appropriate in the battle to
end American slavery and during the
American Civil Rights Movement. In
what ways did God provide leadership for those battles? What can we
learn about hope and redemption in these songs and the responsibilities of
leaders who are charged to lead God’s people through difficult situations?
KEY VERSE: The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like
me from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. Deuteronomy 18:15
9

ADULT UNIT I: Faithful Prophets
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Joshua: Prophet of Conquest
ADULT TOPIC: Making Wise Choices
LESSON 2
DATE: March 14, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: Hebrews 11:23-31
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Joshua 5:13–6:27
PRINT PASSAGE: Joshua 5:13–6:5, 15-16, 20
Home Daily Bible Reading
Mar. 2 M Job 19:1-7
Mar. 3
T Deuteronomy 32:1-4
Mar. 4 W Jeremiah 5:14-19
Mar. 5 Th Habakkuk 1:5-11
Mar. 6 F
Habakkuk 1:15-17
			
Mar. 7 Sa Isaiah 10:12-14
Mar. 8 Su Habakkuk 1:1-4, 12-14

Job’s Cry for Justice Frustrated
The Rock’s Work Is Justice
God’s People Ravaged for Sin
Chaldeans to Ravage the Nations
The Destructive Character of
the Enemy
Assyrians Punished for Arrogance
Why, Lord, Does Injustice Prevail?

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration – “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” - #548 A. M. E. Zion Bicentennial Hymnal
Declaration – Joshua 5:13–6:5, 15-16, 20
(Read together by the class, by a volunteer or responsively.)
Joshua’s Vision
13
Once when Joshua was by Jericho, he looked up and saw a man
standing before him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went to
him and said to him, “Are you one of us, or one of our adversaries?”
14
He replied, “Neither; but as commander of the army of the Lord I have
now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped,
and he said to him, “What do you command your servant, my lord?”
15
The commander of the army of the Lord said to Joshua, “Remove
the sandals from your feet, for the place where you stand is holy.” And
Joshua did so.
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Jericho Taken and Destroyed
1
Now Jericho was shut up inside and out because of the Israelites;
no one came out and no one went in. 2 The Lord said to Joshua, “See,
I have handed Jericho over to you, along with its king and soldiers.
3
You shall march around the city, all the warriors circling the city
once. Thus you shall do for six days, 4 with seven priests bearing seven
trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. On the seventh day you shall
march around the city seven times, the priests blowing the trumpets.
5
When they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, as soon as you
hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a
great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and all the people shall charge straight ahead.”
On the seventh day they rose early, at dawn, and marched around
the city in the same manner seven times. It was only on that day that
they marched around the city seven times. 16 And at the seventh time,
when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people,
“Shout! For the Lord has given you the city.
15

So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as
the people heard the sound of the trumpets, they raised a great shout,
and the wall fell down flat; so the people charged straight ahead into
the city and captured it.
20

Affirmation – We commit to obeying God especially in challenging times.
(Spoken together by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
Individually and corporately, people face choices. How do we discern what
choices are best and organize our actions? Joshua and the people of Israel
chose to honor a covenant with God, obeying God’s instructions perfectly. An
important consideration this lesson brings to mind is when and to what extent
do we seek God in determining the best course of action to take or the wisest
choices to make? Another consideration is whether we are willing to follow
God’s directions when given to us.
If able, break into small groups and share knowledge and experiences regarding times when you as individuals find or have found it necessary to seek God
in prayer as to what action you should take. How do or did you get direction
from God? To what extent do you follow God’s guidance? Consider the same
questions regarding Christian groups of which you are a part. Do you pray as
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a group for God’s directions in your activities? How do you get answers, and do you
follow the spiritual guidance? To what extent does Scripture help to determine the
guidance you receive from God?
EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
Joshua 5:13-15: Joshua succeeded
Moses, so, God recreated key moments
of Moses’ life for Joshua. Both sent spies
into Canaan (Numbers 13:1-2; Joshua 2:1). Both crossed a body of water on
dry land (Exodus 14:21-22; Joshua 3:14-17). Both received divine orders to
remove their sandals while on holy ground (Exodus 3:5; Joshua 5:15). Most
warfare is imperialistic--undertaken to enrich the aggressor. The assault on
Jericho, however, is an example of cherem (devoted) warfare—a war of judgment in which spoils are destroyed rather than taken as a way of giving them
to God. “The account of the conquest [of Jericho] begins with the appearance
of ‘the commander of the army of the Lord.’ First, this shows that sovereignty
is free; second, [God] and not Joshua controls the ensuing action; and third,
Joshua is the servant of the same God that appeared to Moses in the burning
bush (Ex. 3:5)” (The Reformation Study Bible). “The commander of the Lord’s
army [seen by some interpretations as an appearance of the pre-incarnate Son
of God, the Divine Warrior] encourages Joshua, but He is not under Joshua’s
command. God is bound neither to destroy all Canaanites nor to deliver all Israelites, as is powerfully illustrated in the subsequent chapters in the experiences
of Rahab (v.6:25) and Achan (ch. 7)” (Ibid.). As with Moses, Joshua is reminded of being on ‘holy ground.’ Without a doubt, both people and places come under the characterization of holiness when they belong to God in a special way.
Joshua 6:1-5 : While the destruction of Jericho and its residents is horrific,
there is more to the story. God told Abram that his descendants would be enslaved for four centuries, giving the inhabitants of Canaan time to turn from
complete wickedness (Genesis 15:13-15). Furthermore, even at the cusp of
the destruction of Jericho, a repentant Rahab and her family were allowed to
escape judgment (Joshua 6:17). The camp of the Israelites in the wilderness
was arranged with the Ark of the Covenant in the center, surrounded by the
individual tribal camps—the position normally reserved for a king going into
battle (Numbers 2). Therefore, the Ark of the Covenant on the front lines indicated that God, their king was orchestrating the battle. “The essential elements
for a theological understanding of the conquest are indicated in this account
of Jericho, the first city to be destroyed. The destruction of the Canaanites, no
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less than the crossing of the Jordan, is the powerful work of God in faithfulness
to the covenant, (note the role of the Ark of the Covenant …). The fearful judgment of God… working to bring about the promised deliverance of His people
is an important biblical theme (e.g., Ex. 14:13–14; Rev. 19:1–2). Furthermore,
the grace of God is not restricted to Israel (Gen. 12:3) is evidenced by the experience of Rahab and her household (v.25). God is not simply anti-Canaanite”
(Ibid.).
Joshua 6:15-16, 20: The divine asymmetrical warfare in the battle for Jericho was repeated later. Gideon routed the Midianites with a small army armed
with trumpets and concealed torches (Judges 7:19-24). Jehoshaphat formed
an army led by a choir to defeat the armies of Moab and Ammon (2 Chronicles
20:20-23). Verses 15 –19 serve as an important unit. The description of the
seventh day is expanded with a report of Joshua’s speech. In accordance with
the narrative-style noted elsewhere (1:11; 2:6…), the words of v.17–19 may
have been spoken earlier but are recorded here for dramatic effect. The obviously resounding collapse of the wall of Jericho is rather briefly mentioned in
verse 20, but other sources would give it much more space and significance.
ELEVATE: (5-10 min.)
A wall has come to have tremendous and increasing significance in our cultural heritage. Charles
R. Boatman summarizes some of the historical
uses and symbolism of walls. He says, for instance, “The Berlin Wall is a prime example since
it represented the tense relationship between
the United States and the Soviet Union during
the Cold War. In 1987, amidst political upheaval
in the Eastern Bloc and in the Soviet Union, U. S.
President Reagan challenged the Soviet leader: ‘Mr. Gorbachev, tear down the
wall!’ Two years later, the Berlin Wall came down, and a powerful symbol of fear
and division disappeared” (Standard Lesson Commentary 2020-2021, Large
Print Edition, p. 247). We are all well aware of the historical and symbolic burdens many have struggled with during the first four years of U.S. President
Donald Trump regarding building a wall between the U.S. and Mexico. Charles
R. Boatman challenges us further. “As individuals, many of us have built walls
in our hearts and minds for a similar purpose [as Jericho’s walls surrounded
the city to protect it from invaders]: to protect our self-esteem, and to guard
against challenges to our prejudices, etc.” 1 (Ibid).
1 Boatman's views were written prior to former U.S. President Donald Trump's defeat in the November 2020 presidential election.
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If able, break into two groups and respond to his final point on the issue: “Often such walls end up destroying our relationships with family members and
friends. Sometimes those walls are so strong that only the power of God can
break them down. What walls have you built in
your heart that need to be torn down?” Expand
the discussion to the walls in our families and society that in recent months are being challenged by
the worldwide pandemic the civil unrest, as well
as movements such as the #Me Too Movement.
What message do you think God has for us in all
these things? Share your thinking with the group,
as a whole. Where does the holy ground seem to
be- wherever God is present and working, rather than any specific nation, city,
or building?
iThink: (5-7 Minutes)
1. Discuss a film about a daring, true military action (Argo, or Raid on Entebbe,
for example). What made the action remarkable?
2. Consider the following quotation by Abraham Lincoln: “Sir, my concern is
not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is to be on God’s side.”
Lead into the lesson by discussing the difference between wanting God to be
on our side and wanting to be on God’s side.
3. Compare the role of the ark of the covenant in crossing the Jordan (Joshua
3) with its role in conquering Jericho in Joshua 6. What does this say about
Joshua’s understanding of the role God would play in his successes? Contrast
these situations with the ark’s use in 1 Samuel 4:1-11.
4. Discuss the following: Joshua vs. Jericho (Joshua 6:1-20); Gideon vs. the
Midianites (Judges 7:19-24); Jehoshaphat vs. Moab and Ammon (2 Chronicles 20:20-23). Divide the class into groups, assigning each group to compare
and contrast those strategies. Discuss which find parallels in the lives of Christians.
5. Brainstorm a list of spiritual disciplines (i.e., prayer, Bible study, church attendance). Help the group explain how these practices keep us focused on
following God’s way during difficult times.
KEY VERSE: The LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have handed Jericho
over to you, along with its king and soldiers.” Joshua 6:2
14

ADULT UNIT I: Faithful Prophets
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Huldah: Prophet of Wisdom
ADULT TOPIC: Seeking Wisdom for the Future
LESSON 3
DATE: March 21, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: Psalm 25:1-10
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: 2 Kings 22
PRINT PASSAGE: 2 Kings 22:14-20
Home Daily Bible Reading
Mar. 9
Mar. 10
Mar. 11
Mar. 12
Mar. 13
Mar. 14
Mar. 15

M
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Psalm 130
Ezekiel 33:1-9
Matthew 25:41-46
Habakkuk 2:1-5
Habakkuk 2:15-17
Habakkuk 2:18-20
Habakkuk 2:6-14

Wait for Divine Intervention
Pay Attention to the Sentinel
The Risk of Ignoring the Needy
The Righteous Live by Faith
Violence Leads to Destruction
Compare an Idol with the Lord
You Reap What You Sow

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration – “Faith of Our Fathers! Living Still” - #529 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial Hymn
Declaration – 2 Kings 22:14-20
(Read together by the class, by a volunteer or responsively.)
So the priest Hilkiah, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went
to the prophetess Huldah the wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, son of
Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; she resided in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter, where they consulted her. 15 She declared to them, “Thus
says the Lord, the God of Israel: Tell the man who sent you to me,
16
Thus says the Lord, I will indeed bring disaster on this place and on
its inhabitants—all the words of the book that the king of Judah has
read. 17 Because they have abandoned me and have made offerings
to other gods, so that they have provoked me to anger with all the
work of their hands, therefore my wrath will be kindled against this
place, and it will not be quenched. 18 But as to the king of Judah, who
sent you to inquire of the Lord, thus shall you say to him, Thus says
the Lord, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard,
14

15

because your heart was penitent, and you humbled yourself before
the Lord, when you heard how I spoke against this place, and against
its inhabitants, that they should become a desolation and a curse, and
because you have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have
heard you, says the Lord. 20 Therefore, I will gather you to your ancestors, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; your eyes shall
not see all the disaster that I will bring on this place.” They took the
message back to the king.
19

Affirmation — We will seek godly advice about our future. (Spoken together
by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
It is difficult for us to know all the implications
of what we learn. Who can help us understand
what the future holds? King Josiah’s advisers
consulted the prophetess Huldah who shared
her God-given insights about the coming days
of the nation and the king. We may feel overwhelmed by the amount of information with
which we are inundated by the 24/7/365
news cycle. Where do we turn for wisdom for
living when our culture seems to be on the
wrong track? What specific problems and issues do you think we are facing as Christians
today?
If able, break into two groups and share your
views concerning the most pressing concerns
we are facing. Discuss where you think we can
find reliable commentators and analysts to
help us understand the events of the day. Are
there absolute moral standards we can find to
sustain us? If so, where do we find them? Share your thinking with the whole
group as you come back together.
EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
2 Kings 22:14-18: The feminine form of the Hebrew word for prophet occurs
only six times in the Old Testament. With reference to Miriam (Exodus 15:20),
Huldah (2 Kings 22:14; 2 Chronicles 34:22), Deborah (Judges 4:4), the un16

named wife of Isaiah (Isaiah 8:3), and (negatively) Noadiah (Nehemiah 6:14).
Huldah is mentioned only here and in 2 Chronicles 34. Nevertheless, at that
time Huldah was obviously known as a true prophet of God. She lived in Jerusalem and had connections to the king, since her husband cared for Josiah’s
wardrobe, probably his ceremonial robes (2 Kings 22:14). The throne of Judah
lurched from the control of godly king to ungodly king. In doing so, changes
were radical and implemented relatively quickly. Manasseh and his son, Amon
reversed the religious reforms of King Hezekiah, rebuilding pagan worship sites
(2 Chronicles 21:3). Manasseh even erected pagan altars in the temple itself,
so that within the course of a single lifetime the temple was in need of remodeling and true worship needed to be restored (2 Kings 22:3-7). “Surprisingly,
King Josiah is righteous. Coming to the throne at the age of eight, he reigns
for thirty-one years in Jerusalem as king of Judah. He walks righteously and
straightforwardly with the Lord, vv. 3-7. He orders the temple to be repaired.
The workers are so honest that no accounting is required, vv. 8-11. Hilkiah, the
high priest, finds God’s Book of the Law. Shaphan, the scribe, reads it to King
Josiah, who immediately tears his clothes as a sign of mourning. So responsive
is Josiah to the word of God that he commands that inquiry is made of the Lord
about the Book, recognizing that God’s wrath has been incurred by his people’s
disobedience, vv. 12-13” (The Bible Panorama).
2 Kings 22:19-20: Two centuries earlier, King Joash ordered a temple restoration similar to the one undertaken by Josiah (2 Kings 12; 2 Chronicles 24).
Joash ruled after the disastrous reigns of King Ahaziah and Queen Athaliah,
who brought pagan practices of Ahaz and Jezebel to the Southern Kingdom.
Zephaniah, a descendant of King Hezekiah, prophesied during the reign of Josiah (Zephaniah 1:1). Though some speculate that Zephaniah may have been
instrumental in implementing Josiah’s reforms, the prophet saw that great
corruption remained in both civil and religious leadership at that time (3:15). The parallel account to 2 Kings 22:14-20 is 2 Chronicles 34:22-28. The
forthcoming disaster of 2 Kings 22:16 had been predicted in Deuteronomy
31:29; Joshua 23:15; etc. When the priests are sent to consult with the Prophet Huldah, she “confirms God’s anger against Israel and Judah, but that God
has noted the tenderheartedness and humility of King Josiah” (Ibid.).
ELEVATE: (10 min.)
Thinking within the context of the situations and consequences we have been
undergoing during the past months of the worldwide pandemic and the political circumstances accompanying those, if able, break into small groups and
discuss how, we as Christians, have interpreted some of these events scripturally and sought ways of correcting our behavior to, hopefully, mediate pos17

sibly dire circumstances. How have we
possibly found instructions for just and
stable societies in the principles found in
Scripture? How do we remain loyal to our
countries and to God, yet, never forsake
the Kingdom of God, which is eternal, for
temporal human governments? Are we
confident when facing the future, even
when our culture seems to be off track?
iTHINK: (5-7 min.)
1. Discuss specific sources people visit when trying to understand the news of
the day. What makes one source preferable to another? What can happen when
people listen to the misguided voices or fake news?
2. List a few criteria for evaluating a culture—for example, economic prosperity,
moral standards, effective education, social justice, national security, etc. Point
to these criteria one at a time, asking participants to respond with a show of
hands as to whether each criterion is better, worse, or about the same as it was
50 years ago.
3. Ask a participant to do a report on the lives of Manasseh and Amon, Josiah’s
father and grandfather. Highlight their negative impacts on the people of Israel.
Note how Josiah worked to correct their excesses.
4. Note that Huldah and Zephaniah prophesied at about the same time. Point
out similarities between the message of Huldah (2 Kings 22:15-20) and the
message of Zephaniah (Zephaniah 3).
5. Begin making plans for the class to participate in a specific way in the National Day of Prayer, coming in May, as a way to seek God’s direction for the
future.
KEY VERSE: “Because your heart was penitent, and you humbled
yourself before the LORD, when you heard how I spoke against this
place, and against its inhabitants, that they should become a desolation and a curse, and because you have torn your clothes and wept
before me, I also have heard you, says the LORD.” 2 Kings 22:19
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ADULT UNIT I: Faithful Prophets
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Elijah: Prophet of Courage
ADULT TOPIC: The Bearer of Bad News
LESSON 4
DATE: March 28, 2021 (Palm Sunday)
DEVOTIONAL READING: Luke 19:28-39
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES 1 Kings 18–19; Matthew 17:1-13
PRINT PASSAGE: 1 Kings 18:5-18
Home Daily Bible Reading
Mar. 16 M Psalm 146
Mar. 17 T Isaiah 5:18-24
Mar. 18 W Isaiah 11:1-5
			
Mar. 19 Th Micah 3:5-8
Mar. 20 F
Micah 6:1-5
Mar. 21 Sa Micah 6:9-16
			
Mar. 22 Su Micah 3:1-3, 9-12; 6:6-8

The Lord Acts Justly
The Results of Social Injustice
Justice Actions by the Expected
Messiah
Prophets Fail on Their Watch
Remember God’s Righteous Actions
Cheating and Violence Will Be
Punished
God Requires Justice for All

EXALT!
Invocation — Teacher or learner
Celebration — “Go Forth for God”- #392 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial Hymnal
Declaration —1 Kings 18:5-18
(Read together by class, by a volunteer or responsively)
Then Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the springs
of water and to all the wadis; perhaps we may find grass to keep the
horses and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.” 6 So they
divided the land between them to pass through it; Ahab went in one
direction by himself, and Obadiah went in another direction by himself.
5

As Obadiah was on the way, Elijah met him; Obadiah recognized him,
fell on his face, and said, “Is it you, my lord Elijah?” 8 He answered him,
“It is I. Go, tell your lord that Elijah is here.” 9 And he said, “How have
I sinned, that you would hand your servant over to Ahab, to kill me?
10
As the Lord your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom to which
7
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my lord has not sent to seek you; and when they would say, ‘He is not
here,’ he would require an oath of the kingdom or nation, that they
had not found you. 11 But now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord that Elijah is
here.’ 12 As soon as I have gone from you, the spirit of the Lord will carry you I know not where; so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot
find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have revered the Lord
from my youth. 13 Has it not been told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the Lord, how I hid a hundred of the Lord’s
prophets fifty to a cave, and provided them with bread and water?
14
Yet now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord that Elijah is here’; he will surely
kill me.” 15 Elijah said, “As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand,
I will surely show myself to him today.” 16 So Obadiah went to meet
Ahab, and told him; and Ahab went to meet Elijah.
When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of
Israel?” 18 He answered, “I have not troubled Israel; but you have, and
your father’s house, because you have forsaken the commandments
of the Lord and followed the Baals.
17

Affirmation — We commit to act in boldness when speaking the word of God.
(Spoken together by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
People like to go their own way until faced with crises beyond their control. How
shall we respond to the advice of those who have great wisdom and insight? In
1 Kings, God sent Elijah to warn of impending disaster, and in Matthew, Elijah
appeared with Jesus to affirm Jesus’ mission. Consider the character of Elijah
as sort of prefiguration of Jesus in the Old Testament. How do the two seem
to definitely compare in your thinking?
If able, break into three groups and let
each group search for prophets in the
Old Testament who can be described
as “profiles in courage.” Then discuss
ways in which, we each as Christians
in our own settings, are challenged to
show courage in testifying to the principles of Christ. Do we meet the challenge? Finally, search the Internet for
countries that represent the 10 most
dangerous places to be a Christian.
20

Share your findings with the rest of the group.
EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
1 Kings 18:5-12: Elijah prophesied in the ninth century B. C. but became
the archetype of all Jewish prophets. Our text concerns the earlier part of Elijah’s prophetic journey, beginning after the split up of the Jewish Kingdom into
Northern (Israel) and Southern (Judah) kingdoms. His prophecy was to the
Northern Kingdom when Ahab was king, succeeding his father, Omri. Prophesying during a time of spiritual poverty and idol worship, which increased when
Ahab took as his wife, Jezebel, a worshiper of the fertility god Baal. Elijah is
known for his courage in confronting Ahab and his ruthless wife, Jezebel in
their defiance of the one true God of Israel. Malachi predicted that Elijah would
return to precede a closing chapter in Israel’s history (Malachi 4:5-6). Elijah
stood as the embodiment of all prophets at Jesus’ transfiguration (Matthew
17:2). Similarly, two witnesses described in Revelation 11:6 allude to the work
of the law and the prophets as embodied by Moses and Elijah. While good kings
of Judah were described as following the example of King David, evil kings of
Israel and Judah were described as following the example of Ahab (1 Kings
22:51-52; 2 Kings 8:18, 25-27; 21:1-3; 2 Chronicles 21:6; 22:3). Ahab’s description of Elijah was most certainly a reference to the drought Elijah proclaimed in response to Ahab’s apostasy (1 Kings 17:1). Few things could devastate an agrarian society like a drought.
1 Kings 18:13-18: Jezebel established worship of Baal and Asherah/Asheroth as the official worship in Israel, financing the priests and prophets of these
Canaanite fertility deities. Worship of these fertility deities included ritualistic
prostitution, meeting near phallus-like pillars, and even child sacrifice. This particular confrontation with Ahab is the prologue of an account that is taught
far more often—the confrontation between Elijah and the prophets of Baal on
Mount Carmel. In 2 Kings 1:8, King Ahaziah recognized Elijah by the manner
of his attire as described by the messengers of the king. “Obadiah was a man
of remarkable courage [also], given the position he held and the faith he embraced. He is described as someone who ‘was a devout believer in the Lord’ (1
Kings 18:3). His faith was not a private matter. But he must have been careful
in how he exercised it, given the devotion of Ahab and Jezebel to Baal…” (Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020-2021, Large Print Edition, p.259).
ELEVATE: (10 min.)
We generally admire those who boldly confront leaders who misuse their power. One of our bravest counterparts to those who commit to this practice was
21

the late U. S. Congressional Representative John Lewis, who coined the phrase,
“Go make good trouble” from his days as a revered leader with Martin Luther
King, Jr., in the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and 1970s. Believers are
encouraged by the examples of those who speak truth-to-power. If able, break
into groups of two’s and speak to the following issues:
Group One: How do we, as followers, of Christ use whatever influence we have
to do good and encourage others to do the same? Do we rely on our faith in
God’s sovereignty to overcome fear of exercising our courage to stand up for
the right?
Group Two: How can we help other Christians who face persecution in different parts of the world such as China, India, the Sudan? Can we offer prayer and
other forms of support? To what extent should we speak out against people
who do evil in the name of religion? How well do you think this will go?
iTHINK: (5-7 min.)
1. Create a matching quiz that pairs the names of famous double agents with
what they did (Mata Hari, Aldrich Ames, Benedict Arnold, etc.) to introduce a
discussion about Obadiah and his role in this passage.
2. Ask participants to tell stories about a time when they had to be the bearer
of bad news or a negative message of some sort. What was the result?
3. Help the group contrast the work of Obadiah (working behind the scenes)
and Elijah (working in the spotlight). How did both accomplish what God wanted done?
4. Create a timeline of the ministry of Elijah. Show where today’s text fits with
more commonly taught accounts about Elijah (declaring a drought, being fed
by ravens, confronting the prophets of Baal, hearing God’s still, small voice,
etc.).
5. Using resources from Voice of the Martyrs (www.persecution.com) or similar organizations, relate some stories of people today who share their faith even
when consequences may be severe.
KEY VERSE: [Elijah] answered, “I have not troubled Israel; but you
have, and your father’s house, because you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals.” 1 Kings 18:18
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ADULT UNIT I: Prophets of Restoration
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: The Suffering Servant
Brings Salvation
ADULT TOPIC: Finding Hope in the Midst of Oppression
LESSON 5
DATE: April 4, 2021 (Easter)
DEVOTIONAL READING: Philippians 2:1-11
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 52:13–53:12; Luke 24:1-35
PRINT PASSAGE: Isaiah 53:4-11 [end with “light;”]
Home Daily Bible Reading
Mar. 23 M Psalm 50:1-15
			
Mar. 24 T Leviticus 22:17-25
			
Mar. 25 W Malachi 1:11-14
Mar. 26 Th Malachi 2:10-16
Mar. 27 F
Malachi 2:17–3:4
Mar. 28 Sa Malachi 3:7-12
Mar. 29 Su Malachi 2:1-9; 3:5-6

Offer Sacrifice of Thanksgiving
to God
Bring Acceptable Offerings to
the Lord
God’s Name Is Great among Nations
Be Faithful to One Another
Messenger of Judgment Coming
God’s Blessings and Delights Await
Leading in Troubled Times

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration – “Christ Arose" - #184 A.M.E.Z. Bicentennial Hymnal
Declaration – Isaiah 53:4-11 [end with “light;”]
(Read together by class, by a volunteer or responsively.)
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we
accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.
5
But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his
bruises we are healed.
6
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own
way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
4

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his
mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that
before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
7
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By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken
for the transgression of my people.
9
They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
8

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make
his life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong
his days; through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.
11
Out of his anguish he shall see light;
10

Affirmation – We commit to sharing the story of the Suffering Servant, who is
the resurrected Jesus Christ. (Spoken together by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
Unit II, “Prophets of Restoration,” has four sessions, which reveal the compassion of God during the times in Israel’s history when the people continually
forsook the ways of God. On Easter, Isaiah’s prophetic writings and the Book of
Luke are used to portray Jesus as the Suffering Servant and the one through
whom believers receive salvation. Passages from the prophecies in Ezra, Nehemiah, and Lamentations show the faith of the prophets as they presented
new hope to the Israelites.
When life reaches its darkest depth, people wonder if there is still hope for the
future. Where can we find the promise of joy that will overcome our deepest
sorrow? Isaiah 52:13–53:12 reminds us of God’s servant who suffers profoundly for others, and Luke 24 records the encounter of the Emmaus travelers
with the resurrected Jesus.
If able, break into two or three groups and share
with one another heroes you admire in our society who risk their lives for others. Perhaps you
can begin with first responders such as fire rescuers, police, doctors, nurses, soldiers etc. But
name specific ones you know. Also, share if such
persons are family members, community persons, or church members. Also,
consider experiences you have had or those who take the place of others—a
proxy, substitute, stand-in, understudy, etc. Do these usually take the payment
or power for others, not their punishment? Characterize your understanding
of the uniqueness of Jesus Christ by comparison with such persons in these
categories. Share your groups’ findings with the whole.
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EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
Isaiah 53:4-5: Isaiah 52:13–53:12 is the climax of four servant songs of Isaiah. The first three are found in 42:1-4; 49:1-6; and 50:4-9. As one proceeds
through the servant poems, one can see first descriptions that would fit the nation of Israel, and then in other cases there is the image of a person who would
suffer for the nation of Israel as well as for humankind at large. This suffering
servant experience is traceable to other persons in the Old Testament, such as
Joseph, who was sold into Egypt by his brothers and suffered much in order to
eventually become the redeemer of his family and benefactor of others. The affirmation of the servant being a substitute for others is repeated several times
in this text. The servant not only pays for the sin of others but grants wholeness
to them as well. This particular servant song is quoted multiple times in the
New Testament as a description of Jesus’ ministry, death, and burial (examples: Matthew 8:17; Luke 22:37; 1 Peter 2:22).
Isaiah 53:6-8: Sheep/shepherd
imagery that is common in Scripture has a double focus in this
song. First, humankind is depicted
as reckless sheep that wander into
danger. Second, the Servant steps
in to be led to slaughter in our place
(53:6-7). “The guilt of our sins was
transferred to Jesus, and He offered
Himself as a sacrifice in our place.
As Paul wrote, God ‘made him to be
sin who knew no sin’ (2 Cor. 5:21)”
Reformation Study Bible). “Christ is
the Lamb of God (John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7; Rev. 5:6) in obedience and submission
to God (cf. Matt. 26:63; 27:12, 14; 1 Pet. 2:23). He was put to death as a result of injustice” (Ibid.).” Philip, the evangelist interpreted this suffering servant
song for the Ethiopian eunuch, explaining to him the work of Christ (Acts 8:2640). The eunuch was confused by the verses we now identify as Isaiah 53:7-8.
Isaiah 53:9-11: The common wisdom in biblical times was that disease and
suffering was a punishment for the sin of a person or family (John 9:2). In
contrast, the Servant suffered though he was completely innocent (Isaiah
53:9). “Although people supposed that Jesus was dying as a common criminal,
through the intervention of Joseph of Arimathea, Jesus was buried in honor.
His suffering for sinners had been successfully completed. Christ’s righteousness is imputed to His people, and in return, He accepted their guilt so as to
25

‘bear their iniquities’” (Ibid.). The statement that “out of his anguish he shall
see light” (Isaiah 53:11a) makes this song about resurrection as well as crucifixion.
ELEVATE: (10 min.)
If able, break into two groups and have each group share experiences Christians encounter, whereby, they are called upon to worship a Savior who was
victorious through nonviolent sacrifice, not military conquest. Discuss how this
is possible and what examples we have seen of this in recent history. Can we
follow the example of Jesus who sought to serve rather than dominate others?
Discuss how we might view the Crucifixion as a willing sacrifice, not as martyrdom; share the hope that as Jesus was resurrected, we shall be resurrected as
well; and proclaim Jesus’ crucifixion as the payment for our sins and the sins of
the whole world. How might we actually live His resurrected life today?
iTHINK: (5 – 7 min.)
1. If the college basketball season has taken place and possibly ended with
the conclusion of the NCAA men’s tournament, can you tell what you saw as
the most remarkable victories in the tournament? Use the idea of remarkable
victories to transition into the Scripture study of the greatest victory of all.
2. Discuss: proxy, stand-in, surrogate, substitute, understudy. Begin by asking
how participants have heard one or more of these words used—a substitute
teacher, a surrogate mother, etc. Lead into Bible study by asking the group to
reflect on the significance of someone taking the place of another. Why would
one do such a thing?
3. Play a clip from a movie about the life of Jesus that depicts the Crucifixion.
How well does this depict the actual event, do you think?
4. Have participants underline as many references to substitutionary suffering
in today’s text as they can find. Identify contemporary parallels.
5. Read Acts 8:35 that states that Philip proclaimed the good news of Jesus
starting with this Suffering Servant song. Role-play how someone today may
explain the role of Jesus to a friend starting with our lesson text.
KEY VERSE: He was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by
his bruises we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5
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ADULT UNIT II: Prophets Restore Hope
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Ezra: Faith and Action Preacher
ADULT TOPIC: Confession and Correction
LESSON 6
DATE: April 11, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: Ezekiel 18:25-32
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Ezra 9–10
PRINT PASSAGE: Ezra 10:1-12
Home Daily Bible Reading
Mar. 30 M Hebrews 11:29-35
Mar. 31 T Matthew 21:1-11
Apr. 1
W Mark 11:15-19
Apr. 2 Th Luke 11:42-44
Apr. 3
F
Matthew 12:15-21
Apr. 4 Sa Isaiah 42:10-17
Apr. 5 Su Isaiah 42:1-9
			

Faith Heroes Acted Justly
Your King Comes Humbly
House of Prayer for All Nations
Neglect Justice at Your Peril
Jesus, God’s Servant Messiah
God Will Not Forsake the People
God’s Servant to Establish Justice
Everywhere

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration – “O Thou, in Whose Presence” - #454 A. M. E. Zion Bicentennial
Hymnal
Declaration – Ezra 10:1-12
(Read together by the class, by a volunteer or responsively.)
The People’s Response
1
While Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping and throwing
himself down before the house of God, a very great assembly of men,
women, and children gathered to him out of Israel; the people also
wept bitterly. 2 Shecaniah son of Jehiel, of the descendants of Elam,
addressed Ezra, saying, “We have broken faith with our God and have
married foreign women from the peoples of the land, but even now
there is hope for Israel in spite of this. 3 So now let us make a covenant
with our God to send away all these wives and their children, according to the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be done according to the law. 4 Take
action, for it is your duty, and we are with you; be strong, and do it.”
5
Then Ezra stood up and made the leading priests, the Levites, and all
Israel swear that they would do as had been said. So they swore.
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Foreign Wives and Their Children Rejected
6
Then Ezra withdrew from before the house of God, and went to the
chamber of Jehohanan son of Eliashib, where he spent the night. He
did not eat bread or drink water, for he was mourning over the faithlessness of the exiles. 7 They made a proclamation throughout Judah
and Jerusalem to all the returned exiles that they should assemble at
Jerusalem, 8 and that if any did not come within three days, by order
of the officials and the elders all their property should be forfeited,
and they themselves banned from the congregation of the exiles.
Then all the people of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem
within the three days; it was the ninth month, on the twentieth day
of the month. All the people sat in the open square before the house
of God, trembling because of this matter and because of the heavy
rain. 10 Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have trespassed and married foreign women, and so increased the guilt of Israel. 11 Now make confession to the Lord the God of your ancestors,
and do his will; separate yourselves from the peoples of the land and
from the foreign wives.” 12 Then all the assembly answered with a loud
voice, “It is so; we must do as you have said.
9

Affirmation – We commit to grow in the determination to serve God in the
community and beyond. (Spoken together by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
Sometimes people can lose their sense of direction in life and turn away from
the values once held. How can we recapture the values we once cherished?
Ezra led the returned exiles in prayer and repentance, and afterward, he read
the book of the Law to which the people listened and then joyously worshiped
the Lord.
Break into two groups and discuss the following issues: What do we do when
we find ourselves making the same mistakes over and over again and each
time repenting and asking for forgiveness? Share with others in your group
about your own and the experiences of others you know who fall into such a
trap. What is the best way to deal with people who are repeat offenders? How
would you seek to overcome such a bind? How can you tell when a person’s
confessions are sincere and the determination to correct their ways is genuine? Give specific examples to support your answers. When do you suppose it
becomes necessary to look to someone else to intercede for us in seeking to
correct our errant ways?
28

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
Ezra 10:1-5: The Bible prohibition of intermarriage is not based on racial animus but on the desire for the next generation to not be influenced by other religions, and embrace an active faith in God (Deuteronomy 7:3-4; compare with
2 Corinthians 6:14-18). In the case of kings, intermarriage was a way of making alliances with nations that were potential enemies. For example, Solomon
married Pharaoh’s daughter (1 Kings 7:8), presumably to ensure peace with
Egypt. But even the wisest of kings was negatively influenced by wives who
practiced pagan religions (1 Kings 11:1-2). An especially destructive type of
intermarriage marred postexilic Judah. Older Jewish men would divorce their
wives and marry younger, foreign women. This would not only produce children
of mixed religious loyalties but would cause severe hardship for the wronged
wives (Malachi 2:13-16).
Ezra 10:6-12: “Ezra means ‘help’, or ‘helper’. There is no doubt that Ezra, personally, was a great help to his people. The account of his mission which is
described in the last four chapters of this Book proves the point. Not only did
he teach the people as a ready scribe, but he also humbled himself under their
sins and shortcomings (ch.9)” (Michael Hardt, biblecentre.org/content.php?mode=7&item=323, accessed October 26, 2020). Driving away foreign wives
and their children was a harsh step, but the practice of marrying foreign women
and compromising the faithfulness of the next generation was widespread and
even included the priests and Levites (Ezra 10:18-24). The action of driving
away foreigners should be seen as the exception in Jewish culture, not the rule.
The Law required compassionate treatment of foreigners living among God’s
people (Exodus 22:21; 23:9; Leviticus 19:34; Deuteronomy 10:19).
ELEVATE: (5-10 min.)
“There is hope concerning people, when they are convinced, not only that it is
good to part with their sins, but that it is necessary; we must do it, or we are
undone. So rich is the mercy, and so plenteous the redemption of God, that
there is hope for the vilest who hear the Gospel and are willing to accept of free
salvation. When sinners mourn for their sins, and tremble at the word of God,
there is hope that they will forsake them. To affect others with godly sorrow or
love to God, we must ourselves be affected. It was carefully agreed how this
affair should be carried on. That which is hastily resolved on seldom proves
lasting” (Matthew Henry’s Bible Commentary).
If able, break into smaller groups and discuss the following issues for five minutes. Then return to the larger group and share your collective thoughts.
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1. Do we mourn that other believers too often take on values of unbelievers?
2. Do we work to protect society’s victims of sinful behaviors?
3. Do we turn to God in prayer and fasting for the problems of our nations?
4. Are we responsible for making unpopular decisions when dealing with sinful
behaviors in families or churches?
5. Do we look to Scripture, not prevailing mores, for ethical guidance?
iTHINK: (5-7 min.)
1. Discuss: “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” Have participants think of times when a big problem can be prevented by addressing the
problem when it is still small.
2. Help your group list immoral behaviors that are sometimes called “victimless
crimes,” such as prostitution, drug abuse, illegal gambling, etc. Ask whether
these crimes are truly victimless or whether they in fact victimize others.
3. Read Ezra 10:1-12 and list some steps Ezra took in solving a big societal
problem. For example, some steps might be: bringing the problem to God in
prayer; bringing the problem to leaders to decide on a solution; or bringing the
problem to a larger group to implement a solution. Discuss how such a plan
could be implemented today.
4. After reviewing the text, read Ezra 10:18-24 to show the extent of the problem among the priests and the Levites. Explain why the problem was out of
control and required drastic action.
5. Brainstorm a list of moral problems common in society today (drug abuse,
greed, racial injustice, sexual immorality, divorce, abortion, pornography, etc.).
Go through your brainstormed list, asking which of these courses of action may
be appropriate: political solution (e.g., strengthening laws), caring for victims,
education programs for prevention. More than one approach may be desirable
for any one problem.
6. Compare and contrast the prohibition of intermarriage for Old Testament
Israel with the New Testament prohibition in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.
KEY VERSE: “O my God, I am too ashamed and embarrassed to lift
my face to you, my God, for our iniquities have risen higher than our
heads, and our guilt has mounted up to the heavens.” Ezra 9:6
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ADULT UNIT II: Prophets of Restoration
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Nehemiah: The Captive
Cupbearer Rebuilds a Nation
ADULT TOPIC: Initiating Renewal
LESSON 7
DATE: April 18, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: Daniel 9:4-6, 15-19
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 2:11-20; 13:1-22
PRINT PASSAGE: Nehemiah 2:11-20
Home Daily Bible Reading
Apr. 6
M Mark 16:1-8
Apr. 7
T Acts 9:1-9
			
Apr. 8
W Romans 5:12-17
Apr. 9 Th 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Apr. 10 F
1 Corinthians 15:24-28
Apr. 11 Sa 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
			
Apr. 12 Su 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 12-14,
		
20-23, 42-45

Women Find Jesus’ Tomb Empty
Saul Meets Jesus on Damascus
Road
Free Gift of Grace and Hope
The Dead in Christ Will Rise
All Things under God’s Control
Victory through Our Lord Jesus
Christ
All Are Made Alive in Christ

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration – “O for a Faith that Will Not Shrink” - #485 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial Hymn
Declaration – Nehemiah 2:11-20
(Read together by the class, by a volunteer or responsively.)
Nehemiah’s Inspection of the Walls
11
So I came to Jerusalem and was there for three days. 12 Then I got
up during the night, I and a few men with me; I told no one what my
God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. The only animal I took
was the animal I rode. 13 I went out by night by the Valley Gate past the
Dragon’s Spring and to the Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of
Jerusalem that had been broken down and its gates that had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s
Pool; but there was no place for the animal I was riding to continue. 15
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So I went up by way of the valley by night and inspected the wall. Then
I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned. 16 The
officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing; I had not
yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest
that were to do the work.
Decision to Restore the Walls
17
Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us rebuild the wall of
Jerusalem, so that we may no longer suffer disgrace.” 18 I told them
that the hand of my God had been gracious upon me, and also the
words that the king had spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us start
building!” So they committed themselves to the common good. 19 But
when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official, and
Geshem the Arab heard of it, they mocked and ridiculed us, saying,
“What is this that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?”
20
Then I replied to them, “The God of heaven is the one who will give
us success, and we his servants are going to start building; but you
have no share or claim or historic right in Jerusalem.”
Affirmation – We will strive to identify ways to restore worn parts of the faith
community and revive traditions that honor God. (Spoken together by class
and teacher
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
People are often contemplative before they make major
decisions. How does one or
should one react after careful consideration of a major
decision? Nehemiah set-out
to rebuild the wall after praying and surveying the ruins.
If able, break into smaller
groups and consider experiences in which individuals
and/or groups have witnessed the destructions of homes, neighborhoods,
churches, etc. by fire, hurricanes, tornadoes, riots, wars and other disasters
and have had to consider the prospects of rebuilding. What issues, support and
opposition have they faced for such prospects? What leadership has stepped
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forward to aid in the decision-making process? What strength and resolve and
other qualities of leadership have been necessary for handling the situations?
What has been the value of building a consensus before taking on a massive
community project? What means have been used to deal with detractors when
agreement has been reached to take on such major community projects?
If able, have small groups share their findings. What roles have prayer and
the operations of the Holy Spirit been considered in the decision-making and
plans?
EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
Nehemiah 2:11-16: While Ezra the religious leader dealt with moral/spiritual
problems of the time, Nehemiah the civil leader dealt with issues such as public
works and national defense. Artaxerxes
authorized Ezra to return to Jerusalem to
restore order based upon the laws of God
(Ezra 7:11-28). The same Artaxerxes authorized Nehemiah to return to strengthen national security (Nehemiah 2:1-10) in
about 445 B.C. Artaxerxes was the son of
Xerxes (Ahasuerus), who married Hadassah known as Esther (Esther 2). One could
speculate upon how much the influence of
Esther and Mordecai would later contribute to Artaxerxes favorable treatment of
Ezra and Nehemiah. “Nehemiah first requested permission to rebuild his native
city. He never mentioned Jerusalem by
name, perhaps because Artaxerxes had earlier ordered building projects there
stopped (Ezr 4:21). Nehemiah then asked for official letters to the governors
of Trans-Euphrates for safe conduct and to the keeper of the royal forest for
timber. When the king granted his requests, Nehemiah attributed his success
to “the gracious hand of God” that was upon him (v.8)” (Asbury Bible Commentary, Zondervon, 1992).
Nehemiah 2:17-20: Nehemiah’s initial act was to gain firsthand knowledge
of the situation. He made a clandestine inspection of the walls of Jerusalem
(v.11-16). His secrecy was designed to forestall opposition until he was able
to initiate a plan of action. Archaeological work in Jerusalem over the past two
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decades has illumined Nehemiah’s nocturnal walk. He began his tour on the
west side of the city and proceeded counterclockwise around the old city of
David. Armed with this information, Nehemiah was able to present his plan for
rebuilding the walls to the Jewish leaders (v.17-18). He emphasized that both
God and the king were behind the endeavor. The leaders responded, “Let us
start rebuilding.” Nehemiah
set the tone for future dealings with his opponents in his
unequivocal response to their
charges (v.20). He appealed
to the Jews’ divine mandate to
rebuild, and then, utilizing legal
terminology, informed his opponents that they had no share
(hēleq), claim (s’dāqah), or
historic right (zikkārôn) in
Jerusalem” (Ibid.). The initial
opposition by the non-Jewish
inhabitants to the rebuilding
of the wall began with ridicule
and grew into threats of violence that required arming the
builders (Nehemiah 4:21-23).
After the rebuilding of the wall,
Nehemiah continued with reforms that affected the economy, national buildings, and
trade (Nehemiah 13:1-22).
ELEVATE: (10 min.)
In today’s secular society, the church must face issues of survival and operation--trying to balance secular and sacred concerns. For example, during the
2020 -2021 COVID-19 pandemic, one church pastor was arrested and charged
for failing to obey the government’s order to not hold face-to-face service on
Sunday. This made for a sticky situation. After a few weeks of debate and conflict, the officials dropped the charges. But churches still faced the issues of cooperating with the restrictions and obeying the social rules of social distancing,
wearing masks, holding virtual services by way of electronic platforms such as
Zoom, FaceBook, etc.
If able, break into small groups and discuss the following questions:
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1. Do we have faith that our congregations can reach a consensus for working
on church projects even though we may face opposition, arguing, and bickering
over issues involving such projects? How does our leadership help us in resolving such controversies? How do our disagreements and controversy in the
church setting differ from those in the secular context? How do our resolutions
of such issues differ?
2. Seeking to live in peace with everyone in the society, we as believers in Jesus
Christ often face animosity and opposition. What enables us to overcome and
succeed in maintaining our faith and maintaining harmony within the community?
3. Are we willing to endure ridicule and even danger for the sake of our faith?
Can you think of examples wherein Christians have faced such endurance or
are facing today? If so, tell of their experiences and successes and/or failures.
iTHINK: (5-7 min.)
1. Have a guest from your congregation tell about a time he or she used vacation time from work to do short-term mission work or another church project.
2. Review recent news stories dealing with homeland security and national defense. Discuss why it is important for a nation to be able to defend itself.
3. Invite participants to read Nehemiah 2:11-20, listening for words and phrases that imply secrecy. Discuss: Why such secrecy? How might Nehemiah’s situation have turned out differently if he had announced his plans the first day
he arrived in Jerusalem? Discuss situations that call for secrecy in churches.
4. Note the introduction of Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem in Nehemiah 2:19.
Divide participants into groups to have them skim through the next chapters of
Nehemiah to find how the tactics of these enemies changed over the course of
rebuilding the wall. Compare and contrast their tactics with those who oppose
the work of the church today.
5. Review practices of your congregation that provide for the security of the
church grounds and of worshipers. Discuss when security preparations cross
the line from prudent to indicating a lack of faith (compare Ezra 8:22).
KEY VERSE: “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem,
so that we may no longer suffer disgrace.” Nehemiah 2:17
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ADULT UNIT II: Prophets of Restoration
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: A Plea for Restoration
ADULT TOPIC: Overcoming Losses and Brokenness
LESSON 8
DATE: April 25, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: Lamentations 3:22-33
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Lamentations 5
PRINT PASSAGE: Same
Home Daily Bible Reading
Apr. 13 M Esther 3:1-6
Apr. 14 T Esther 3:7-11
			
Apr. 15 W Esther 5:9-14
			
Apr. 16 Th Esther 8:3-8, 16-17
Apr. 17 F
Esther 9:18-23, 29-32
Apr. 18 Sa Esther 10:1-3
			
Apr. 19 Su Esther 7:1-10
			

Mordecai Refuses to Bow to Haman
Haman Sets Decree to Destroy
the Jews
Haman Builds Gallows to Hang
Mordecai
Decree against Jews Struck Down
Festival of Purim Established
Mordecai Advances Welfare of
the Jews
Esther’s Plea and Haman’s
Punishment

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or learner
Celebration – “When I Can Read My Title Clear”- #506 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial Hymnal
Declaration – Lamentations 5
(Read together by class, by a volunteer or responsively)
A Plea for Mercy
1
Remember, O Lord, what has befallen us; look, and see our disgrace!
2
Our inheritance has been turned over to strangers, our homes to aliens.
3
We have become orphans, fatherless; our mothers are like widows.
4
We must pay for the water we drink; the wood we get must be bought.
5
With ayoke on ourneckswe are hard driven;we areweary,we are given no
rest. 6 We have made a pact with Egypt and Assyria, to get enough bread.
7
Our ancestors sinned; they are no more, and we bear their iniquities.
8
Slaves rule over us; there is no one to deliver us from their hand.
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We get our bread at the peril of our lives, because of the sword in the wilderness. 10 Our skin is black as an oven from the scorching heat offamine.
11
Women are raped in Zion, virgins in the towns of Judah. 12 Princes are hung up by their hands; no respect is shown to the elders.
13
Young men are compelled to grind, and boys stagger under loads of
wood. 14 The old men have left the city gate, the young men their music. 15 The joy of our hearts has ceased; our dancing has been turned
to mourning. 16 The crown has fallen from our head; woe to us, for we
have sinned! 17 Because of this our hearts are sick, because of these
things our eyes have grown dim: 18 because of Mount Zion, which lies
desolate; jackals prowl over it.
9

But you, O Lord, reign forever; your throne endures to all generations. 20 Why have you forgotten us completely? Why have you forsaken us these many days? 21 Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we
may be restored; renew our days as of old— 22 unless you have utterly
rejected us, and are angry with us beyond measure.
19

Affirmation — We will pray for and engage in the restoration of broken relationships with God. (Spoken together by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
People seek restoration when their possessions are taken and relationships are
broken. How does one cope with the
loss of that which is very important? The
writer of Lamentations trusted that God
would re-establish a relationship with Israel.
If able, separate into two groups and ask
each group to write a possible lamentation appealing to God concerning the
hardships and trials people are facing today in the worldwide pandemic, as well
as other illnesses, diseases, and frustrations of which we believe God can relieve
us. Discuss the issues of agreement and
disagreement people have shared about
whether God is testing and/or punishing
us for our wrongs through these hard37

ships. Share your own thoughts on the subject. Share your findings with the
group as you come back together.
EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
Lamentations 5:1-11: Lamentations 5 presents a topsy-turvy world. Everything seems the opposite of what it is supposed to be. It is poetry that is
not soothing but rather disturbing and upsetting. Lamentations on the whole
is acrostic poetry, with the stanzas arranged according to the 22 letters of
the Hebrew alphabet, but chapter 5 does not have an acrostic pattern, as do
the first four chapters, where “each verse begins with a different letter of the
Hebrew alphabet, in consecutive order” (Standard Lesson Commentary 20202021, Large Print Edition, pp.290 and 291). Psalm 119 is a similar example of
acrostic poetry. Lamentations also has much in common with other psalms of
lament (Psalms 3; 6; 13; 28; 56; 142). Such psalms contain common elements
such as: descriptions of a dire situation (Lamentations 5:2-18), confessions
of trust (v. 19), prayers that God act (v. 1, 21). Here, we see all the fortunes of
God’s people have been reversed because of one thing—sin.
Lamentations 5:12-22: What is the source of such painful utterances? Who
is speaking? Tradition teaches that Jeremiah, known as the weeping prophet, wrote Lamentations in a cave (Jeremiah’s Grotto) that lay just below Golgotha where Jesus would be crucified centuries later. Luke made special note
of women weeping when they were near that place (Luke 23:26-34). Jeremiah
remained in Judea during the Babylonian Exile (Jeremiah 40:1-6). He was not
among the thousands of his countrymen exiled to Babylon in three separate
deportations (Jeremiah 52:28-30). Yet, he is the voice of the people. Through
Jeremiah’s words, we hear the people’s cries unto God for their awful predicament and the sorrow and sadness for their and their ancestors’ sins. Note the
irony of the assertion that dancing has turned to mourning (v. 15), a reversal of
the phrasing of Psalm 30:11. The terrible consequences of sin are seemingly
unbearable. “In Psalm 30:1-3, the psalmist rejoiced in God’s deliverance from
enemies and sickness. The opposite is seen here: the conquered joy turning
to mourning…. How utterly hopeless their current situation seemed!” (Ibid., p
293).
ELEVATE: (10 min.)
Suffering is a persistent theme throughout the Bible-with that of Job being the
prime example of the problem of suffering and human attempts to understand
it. Obviously, there are connections between sin and suffering, but suffering is
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not always connected with sin. Suffering has a significant role to play in each
person’s life, something that we are constantly trying to understand.
If able, break into small groups and respond to the following questions:
1. Do we have a realistic notion about oppression and difficulties and how these
trials affect our relationships with God?
2. Are we moved to a deeper trust in God during difficult times? How does the
story of Job help in answering this question? Consider his vow: “Though he
slay me, yet will I trust him.”
3. In what ways does Jesus’ suffering and dying on the cross for our sins help
us in understanding the meaning of suffering? Why did Jesus say that those
who would come after Him must deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow him?
4. Read and discuss Matthew 5:10-12 as a way of understanding the meaning
of suffering as Jesus presents it.
5. Is suffering something to be desired or avoided? How do you respond to it?
iTHINK: (5-7 min.)
1. Ask participants to tell about a pop song that they used to listen to when
they suffered a broken or strained relationship.
2. Brainstorm a list of hardships that result because of war. Turn to Lamentations 5 and see how
many of hardship can be found and how and how
many can be added to the list from that chapter.
3. Do an Internet search to find an image of Rembrandt’s Jeremiah Lamenting the Destruction of
Jerusalem. Share this painting while the lesson
text is read aloud. Discuss how the painting captures the mood of Jeremiah’s lament.
4. Find the story behind the hymn, “It Is Well with My Soul” in a book of hymn
stories or on an Internet site. Discuss its characteristics of biblical lament.
5. Have participants create their own acrostic lament using the word LAMENT.
The lament can deal with broken relationships and oppression and include a
plea to God for healing.
KEY VERSE: Restore us to yourself, O LORD, that we may be restored;
renew our days as of old. Lamentations 5:21
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ADULT UNIT III: Courageous Prophets of Change
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Micaiah: Speaking Truth to Power
ADULT TOPIC: Speaking Truth Boldly
LESSON 9
DATE: May 2, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: 1 John 3:23–4:3a; Deuteronomy 18:19-22
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: 1 Kings 22:1-40
PRINT PASSAGE: 1 Kings 22:15-23, 26-28
Home Daily Bible Reading
Apr. 20 M
Apr. 21 T
Apr. 22 W
Apr. 23 Th
Apr. 24 F
Apr. 25 Sa
Apr. 26 Su
		

1 Kings 3:16-28
Luke 4:14-21
Leviticus 25:8-17
Isaiah 49:1-7
Isaiah 61:1-7
Isaiah 62:5-12
Isaiah 61:8-11; 62:2-4a
(end with “desolate”)

Solomon Makes a Just Decision
Jesus Issues His Platform for Justice
The Year of Jubilee Established
A Light to the Nations
A New Vision for the People
Zion Welcomes the Redeemed Home
The Lord Brings the People Justice

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or Leaner
Celebration – ”A Charge to Keep I Have” - #439 A.M.E.Z. Bicentennial Hymnal
Declaration – 1 Kings 22:15-23, 26-28
(Read together by class, by a volunteer or responsively.)
When he had come to the king, the king said to him, “Micaiah,
shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we refrain?” He answered him, “Go up and triumph; the Lord will give it into the hand of
the king.” 16 But the king said to him, “How many times must I make
you swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?”
17
Then Micaiah said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, like
sheep that have no shepherd; and the Lord said, ‘These have no master; let each one go home in peace.’” 18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not tell you that he would not prophesy anything
favorable about me, but only disaster?”
15

19

Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the
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Lord sitting on his throne, with all the host of heaven standing beside
him to the right and to the left of him. 20 And the Lord said, ‘Who will
entice Ahab, so that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ Then
one said one thing, and another said another, 21 until a spirit came
forward and stood before the Lord, saying, ‘I will entice him.’ 22 ‘How?’
the Lord asked him. He replied, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the
mouth of all his prophets.’ Then the Lord said, ‘You are to entice him,
and you shall succeed; go out and do it.’ 23 So you see, the Lord has
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; the Lord has
decreed disaster for you.”
The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah, and return him to
Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the king’s son, 27 and say,
‘Thus says the king: Put this fellow in prison, and feed him on reduced
rations of bread and water until I come in peace.’” 28 Micaiah said, “If
you return in peace, the Lord has not spoken by me.” And he said,
“Hear, you peoples, all of you!”
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Affirmation – We commit to tell those in power what the Lord has said. (Spoken together by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 MIN.)
Unit III, “Courageous Prophets
of Change,” has five sessions,
which show the boldness of God’s
prophets in 1 Kings, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, and Jonah. Israel and Judah were released from captivity
and charged to rebuild Jerusalem. God sent prophets to call the
people to restore their covenant
relationship with God. When the
people strayed away from their
covenant with God, the prophets
called them back.
Telling the truth to those who are in power can be difficult. How does one give a
difficult message to powerful people? Micaiah resolved that he would tell King
Ahab only what the Lord said to him.
If able, break into two groups and discuss the following among you: Have any
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of you had persons in authority over you (e.g., parents, teachers, employers,
pastors, bishops, etc.) demand of you or influence you to respond to them with
positive support (or flattery) when you were more inclined to be truthful and
tell them what you knew they did not want to hear or would have been offended
by your truthful words? If so, what did you do and why?
Do you know people who you would label “yes men,” “yes women,” and “rubber
stamps”? How do you feel about the advice to “go along to get along”? Have
you been strongly influenced by peer pressure? If so, explain how it affected
you in actions you took.
Have you had persons ask you for advice that you know they have no intention
of taking? How do you respond to such persons?
EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
1 Kings 22:15-18: While we know more about Elijah and Elisha than we
do about other prophets in the first century of the Northern Kingdom, there
were others. Some were named, such as Ahijah (1 Kings 14:1-18) and Micaiah
(22:1-40). Other prophets were only identified by the role they played rather
than by name (13:1-34; 20:13-22, 35-43). In the days of the divided kingdom (Southern Kingdom of Judah and Northern Kingdom of Israel), alliances
were fluid. At times the Southern Kingdom allied with Aram (Syria) against
the Northern Kingdom (1 Kings 15:16-19). At other times, the Northern and
Southern Kingdoms allied with each other against Aram (v.22:1-5). In the early
years of Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, Jehoshaphat maintained the adversarial
relationship with the Northern Kingdom that was the policy of his father Asa (2
Chronicles 17:1-2). That relationship changed when Jehoshaphat’s son married Ahab’s daughter, forming a marriage alliance (v.18:1). So he joins Ahab in
fighting the Syrians but suggests consulting the Lord first. In response, Ahab
brings up 400 false prophets who tell him what he wants to hear: advice to
go up against the Syrians. Seeing these false prophets for what they were, Jehoshaphat calls for consulting a prophet of the Lord God. Ahab complies and
calls for Micaiah, who felt strong pressure to agree with the false prophets. “Micaiah then seems to ‘parrot’ the same advice given by the others, but in such a
way that Ahab obviously does not really believe what he is saying. Probably he
is using heavy sarcasm” (Bible Panorama).
1 Kings 22:19-23: For most of Ahab’s reign, he rejected prophetic messages
from Yahweh. For a brief period after Elijah predicted Ahab’s bloody downfall,
Ahab repented, and Yahweh relented (1 Kings 21:25-29). In his truthful reply
to Ahab, Micaiah uses a common biblical metaphor to describe an army that
42

has been cut off from its leader—sheep without a shepherd (2 Kings 22:17;
2 Chronicles 18:16). The metaphor is used elsewhere in the Old Testament
(Numbers 27:17; Isaiah 13:14) but most notably in describing Jesus’ compassion for the crowds coming to him (Matthew 9:36; Mark 6:34). Micaiah
thus predicts “an overwhelming defeat for Ahab. [In boldness he declares] that
a lying spirit is guiding the other prophets. Zedekiah [chief of the false prophets] strikes him on the cheek. Micaiah predicts that Zedekiah will know that
Micaiah is guided by God’s Spirit when he seeks to hide himself in the inner
chamber” (Ibid.).
1 Kings 22:26-28: “Sent to prison on minimum rations, Micaiah also predicts
Ahab’s death. This duly occurs as a result of the battle, despite an attempt
to disguise himself. (v. 26-38) Just as God said through His Word, the dogs
lick Ahab’s blood as his chariot is washed in the pool where prostitutes bathe.
God’s word is true and accurate” (Ibid). “God never lies, but God does work
through humans to accomplish His purposes, whether they do good or ill. God
never does moral evil, but God can put events into motion that, from a human
perspective, are catastrophic. In this case, the deceiving sprit intensified human dynamics already in play to ensure Ahab would be fooled” (Standard Lesson Commentary 2020-2021, Large Print Edition, p. 302). Micaiah is a profound example of speaking truth-to-power. “We see Micaiah’s ability to think
and speak independently in the face of a hostile crowd of 400 false prophets,
two powerful leaders, and a prevailing climate of wickedness. The prophet’s
outspokenness reminds us that speaking truth can result in very negative consequences. Micaiah was aware of this, but was still obedient to God” (Ibid., p.
303).
ELEVATE: (10 MIN.)
Today, one commentary offers
us a challenge in light of the
theme of standing up for truth.
“We can build a life centered on
truth through the regular study
of God’s Word. That’s how we
discipline ourselves to hear the
voice of the Lord and to obey
that voice—one opportunity at a
time” (Ibid.).
Break into small groups and discuss the following:
1. Discuss occasions where you have been challenged to hold to your faith
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convictions even though you were told they are not politically correct. If so, how
did you respond?
2. Do you seek guidance from the Word of God in shaping your view of the
world around you? Give examples.
3. Have you faced occasions where you have had to adhere to divine authority
as being greater than civil authority? Describe the experience.
4. Do you refuse to compromise your faith values when facing conflicts with
peer relationships? Give examples.
5. Are you aware of some governments under which Christians experience
marginalization and even persecution because of their faith? If so, discuss
some specific examples.
iTHINK: (5 – 7 min.)
1. Hold up your cell phone and remind the group of the popular slogan of a wireless carrier from several years ago--“Can you hear me now?” Discuss why that
slogan might have resonated with the public. Why do we want people to hear
us? When have we felt that we were not being heard, literally or figuratively?
2. Brainstorm a list of names given to people who are quick to tell a boss what
the boss wants to hear—yes men, toadies, sycophants, etc. Note that the names
are not at all positive. (Some can be downright crude!) Ask participants to consider why so many are quick to assume such an unflattering role.
3. Note the advice the messengers gave to Micaiah when they sent him to
prophesy before Ahab. Imagine that Micaiah responded to their advice with
a simple “Why?” Help participants to imagine some reasons they would have
given.
4. Explain that when someone is given a dire prediction, he or she does what
can be done to avoid the predicted consequences. Have participants read
about Ahab’s attempt to avoid his fate and why it was unsuccessful (1 Kings
22:29-40).
5. Find guidelines for writing effective letters to Congress on an Internet site
and distribute them to your group. Encourage group members to speak truthto-power in this way in the coming week.
KEY VERSE: Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, whatever the LORD
says to me, that I will speak.” 1 Kings 22:14
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ADULT UNIT III: Courageous Prophets of Change
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Isaiah: Offering Hope for
the Future
ADULT TOPIC: Empty Rituals Are Useless
LESSON 10
DATE: May 9, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: Jeremiah 29:10-14
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 29
PRINT PASSAGE: Isaiah 29:13-24
Home Daily Bible Reading
Apr. 27 M Deuteronomy 30:1-6
			
Apr. 28 T Ezekiel 34:11-16
Apr. 29 W Zechariah 10:6-12
Apr. 30 Th Acts 5:27-32
May 1
F
Zephaniah 3:1-7
			
May 2 Sa Zephaniah 3:8-13
May 3 Su Zephaniah 3:14-20

God Promises Restoration of
Israel's Fortunes
God Will Shepherd the People
God Will Strengthen the People
Christ’s Forgiveness of Israel’s Sins
Leaders, Priests, and Prophets
Don’t Listen
God Will Preserve a Remnant
Rejoice in God’s Glory and Salvation

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration – “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” - #170 A. M. E. Zion Bicentennial
Hymnal
Declaration – Isaiah 29:13-24
(Read together by the class, by a volunteer or responsively.)
The Lord said: Because these people draw near with their mouths
and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me, and
their worship of me is a human commandment learned by rote; 14 so I
will again do amazing things with this people, shocking and amazing.
The wisdom of their wise shall perish, and the discernment of the discerning shall be hidden.
13

Ha! You who hide a plan too deep for the Lord, whose deeds are
in the dark, and who say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?”16 You turn
things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay? Shall
15
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the thing made say of its maker, “He did not make me”; or the thing
formed say of the one who formed it, “He has no understanding”?
Hope for the Future
17
Shall not Lebanon in a very little while become a fruitful field, and
the fruitful field be regarded as a forest? 18 On that day the deaf shall
hear the words of a scroll, and out of their gloom and darkness the
eyes of the blind shall see. 19 The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the
Lord, and the neediest people shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.
20
For the tyrant shall be no more, and the scoffer shall cease to be; all
those alert to do evil shall be cut off—21 those who cause a person to
lose a lawsuit, who set a trap for the arbiter in the gate, and without
grounds deny justice to the one in the right.
Therefore thus says the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob: No longer shall Jacob be ashamed, no longer
shall his face grow pale. 23 For when he sees his children, the work of
my hands, in his midst, they will sanctify my name; they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and will stand in awe of the God of Israel.
24
And those who err in spirit will come to understanding, and those
who grumble will accept instruction.
22

Affirmation – We commit to rejoice in the manifestation of God’s love in our
lives. (Spoken together by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
Relationships suffer when humans lapse into immorality. What is the result
when we or others have acted immorally? Isaiah prophesied that God would
punish the people of Judah for their behavior but still be merciful and restore
the nation.
If able, break into small groups and respond to the following: We know that
people do not always mean what they say or say what they mean. How does
this play out in the fact that people view many rituals, ceremonies, and routines
in which they in as interesting but ultimately without substance? How do liturgies, for instance, repeated over and over again in worship, affect our lives of
faith and obedience to God? How are we influenced to remain committed to
God in the recitations of texts such as The Lord’s Prayer? The 23rd Psalm? The
Apostle’s Creed? Do we think seriously on the words we are saying and the
meanings, or, are we just mindlessly reciting a ritual?
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EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
Isaiah 29:13-16: Isaiah 28–31 and 33 contain a series of prophetic oracles
against Jerusalem. Oracles generally contain warnings for disobedience-followed by blessings for obedience. Each of these chapters begins with the Hebrew word hoy, an interjection often translated “Woe!” In historical context,
the oracles stem from the fact that God had urged His people against forming
alliances with nations such as Egypt and Assyria, rather than placing their trust
in God to deliver them. But God’s urging had been overlooked. “Beginning in
the period of Hezekiah’s reign (about 724-695 BC), Isaiah preached [these]
five ‘Woe Sermons’ that included further warnings against such alliances….
“The sermons established the rationale behind God’s judgment, yet also offered hope that God would someday restore the nation predicted to fall” (Standard Lesson Commentary 2020-2021, Large Print Edition, p. 307). Such is
the case with our scripture today. The theme of these oracles is the foolishness
of separating religious practices from daily trust in Yahweh to provide for the
nation. While going through the motions of worship, the nation was counting on
political shrewdness and international alliances to ensure national safety rather than trusting in the one they claimed to worship (Isaiah 28:15; 30:1; 31:1).
Isaiah argues against giving God lip service and trying to provide for one’s own
security is reversing the roles of humankind and God. Instead of counting on
God to be the potter and shape them, Judah was treating God as clay that can
be shaped by rituals and ceremony. (Compare Isaiah 45:9; 46:8).
Isaiah 29:17-24: In following through with the theme of misguided wisdom,
“Isaiah mocks those who go to great lengths (and depths) to assure that their
plans are somehow hidden from the Lord. Perhaps, a secret political plan has
been made between Israel and Egypt, without consultation with Isaiah v.22-24
brings this section to a conclusion. The therefore of v.22 suggests that after
God’s astonishing work (v.14) of cleansing and purifying Israel (both the northern and southern kingdoms are intended here), God’s people will rediscover
their true identity. This may explain the reference to Abraham, for redemption
is a rediscovery of one’s own past. Central to their self-understanding is a rediscovery of the One who created and redeemed them, the Holy One” (The
Bible Panorama).
ELEVATE: (5-10 min.)
Break into two groups and each group respond to the following questions:
1. To what extent do you as a believer worship with a focus on your relationship
with God rather than going through ritualistic motions? Explain.
2. Do you deliberately guard against insincerity that leads to hypocrisy and
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finally leads to faithlessness? Give examples.
3. Do you diligently seek God’s favor and approval in making plans? To what extent do
you follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit?
4. Are you committed to trust that no matter
how great your failures, God can forgive and
restore? Give examples.
5. Are there any parts of your life you regard
as off limits to God? Should there be? Explain.
iTHINK: (5-7 min.)
1. Create several game cards, writing a superstition on the back of each one.
Begin by inviting participants to draw a card and help the rest of the group
guess it by drawing clues on the board Pictionary®-style. Help the group consider the difference between superstitious ritual and real worship.
2. Begin class by playing a financial planning commercial from a video-sharing
site. Discuss the value of such planning. Ask whether our plans can ever really
bring the security we seek.
3. Write this heading on the board: “What God Can Do for Me that I Can’t Do
for Myself.” Help the group make a list under that heading by paraphrasing
portions of Isaiah 29:17-21.
4. Divide participants into two groups for a Bible research project. Group one,
the “woes” group, should compare Isaiah 29:13-16 to Matthew 23:1-36.
Group two, the blessings group, should compare Isaiah 29:17-24 to Matthew
5:1-11. Discuss how this comparison should shape our relationship with and
worship with God.
5. Close by singing a verse of a familiar hymn or worship song, such as “I Am
Thine, O Lord,” “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling.” Then ask the class to explain
the meaning of the words they sang. Then sing it again with a renewed attention to its meaning.
KEY VERSE: Those who err in spirit will come to understanding, and
those who grumble will accept instruction. Isaiah 29:24
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ADULT UNIT III: Courageous Prophets of Change
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Jeremiah: The Suffering
Preacher of Doom
ADULT TOPIC: The Consequences of Giving Challenging Advice
LESSON 11
DATE: May 16, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: Jeremiah 38:7-13; 39:15-18
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Jeremiah 37–38
PRINT PASSAGE: Jeremiah 38:14-23
Home Daily Bible Reading
May 4 M Genesis 12:1-8
			
May 5
T Jeremiah 31:31-34
May 6 W Ezekiel 37:15-23
May 7 Th Romans 12:9-21
May 8
F
1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
			
May 9 Sa Zechariah 8:18-23
May 10 Su Zechariah 8:1-8, 11-17

God’s Worldwide Covenant
with Abraham
A New Covenant of the Heart
Divided Peoples to Become One
Just Living in Church and World
Cultivate Peaceful and Just
Relations
Joyful Feasts Draw Newcomers
Enjoy Fruits of Peace and Justice

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration – “Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” - #368 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial Hymn
Declaration – Jeremiah 38:14-23 (Read together by the class, by a volunteer or responsively)
Zedekiah Consults Jeremiah Again
14
King Zedekiah sent for the prophet Jeremiah and received him at
the third entrance of the temple of the Lord. The king said to Jeremiah, “I have something to ask you; do not hide anything from me.”
15
Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I tell you, you will put me to death,
will you not? And if I give you advice, you will not listen to me.” 16 So
King Zedekiah swore an oath in secret to Jeremiah, “As the Lord lives,
who gave us our lives, I will not put you to death or hand you over to
these men who seek your life.”
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Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus says the Lord, the God of
hosts, the God of Israel, If you will only surrender to the officials of the
king of Babylon, then your life shall be spared, and this city shall not
be burned with fire, and you and your house shall live. 18 But if you do
not surrender to the officials of the king of Babylon, then this city shall
be handed over to the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and
you yourself shall not escape from their hand.” 19 King Zedekiah said
to Jeremiah, “I am afraid of the Judeans who have deserted to the
Chaldeans, for I might be handed over to them and they would abuse
me.” 20 Jeremiah said, “That will not happen. Just obey the voice of
the Lord in what I say to you, and it shall go well with you, and your life
shall be spared. 21 But if you are determined not to surrender, this is
what the Lord has shown me— 22 a vision of all the women remaining
in the house of the king of Judah being led out to the officials of the
king of Babylon and saying,
17

‘Your trusted friends have seduced you
and have overcome you;
Now that your feet are stuck in the mud,
they desert you.’
All your wives and your children shall be led out to the Chaldeans,
and you yourself shall not escape from their hand, but shall be seized
by the king of Babylon; and this city shall be burned with fire.”
23

Affirmation – We commit to giving challenging godly advice. (Spoken together by class and teacher)
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
No one wants to be
the bearer of bad
news or challenging advice. How
can we find courage to speak when
our words will
likely cause controversy or hard
feelings? Jeremiah
frankly discussed
his concerns with
50

King Zedekiah, and then, spoke with confidence that he was delivering a message from God.
Normally, we are not eager to deliver bad news or give unwelcome
advice. Yet, some people get a kick
out of being the bearer of unpleasant news for some reason or another. Do you know of such persons?
If you do, why do you think they get
enjoyment out of spreading or giving bad news? Is it because they
are unhappy with their lives?
Why do some people say no good
deed goes unpunished? Or, why do
people say such a thing as, “Don’t
punish the messenger”?
Share ‘with the group’ experiences
you may have had with delivering
advice to family, friends, or associates that you knew would make
them unhappy or cause them to be
angry with you. What did you do
in such a case? Also, imagine you
found yourself in such a dilemma.
What would you do? What should
you do if you know the person
needs to be given the unwelcome
advice for her/his own good? In
Jeremiah’s case, it was devastating news to the king of Judah, Zedekiah.
EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
Jeremiah 38:14-18: “The prophet Jeremiah delivered God’s message to
the nation of Judah [the southern kingdom] from 627 until the mid-580s BC.
That was roughly a century after the prophet Isaiah. Five kings reigned over
Judah during Jeremiah’s ministry. Josiah, the first of these, was righteous (2
Kings 23:25). The four following him, however, were all wicked. These included
Jehoiachin, who was removed from the throne and taken into captivity when
the Babylonians invaded in 597 BC (v.24:12). King Nebuchadnezzar of Bab51

ylon replaced Jehoiachin with the man’s uncle, Mattaniah, renaming him Zedekiah in the process (v.24:17)” (Ibid., p. 314), a name which ironically meant
“Yahweh is righteous.” Zedekiah was an ineffectual, amoral leader. Playing on
the meaning of Zedekiah’s name, Jeremiah prophesied that in the future God
would send a king worthy of the name. That messianic title would be “Yahweh
Is Our Righteousness” (Jeremiah 33:14-16). This was the third time Zedekiah
called on Jeremiah. After giving the Word of the Lord the first time, Jeremiah was imprisoned (Jeremiah 37:1-16). After responding to the second summons, Jeremiah was thrown into a dry but muddy cistern (v.38:1-6). He thus
had every reason to be cautious and fearful on this occasion.
Jeremiah 38:19-23: Zedekiah knew what Jeremiah would say to him, since
Jeremiah had said essentially the same things to him earlier (Jeremiah 34:17). “The good advice that Jeremiah gave him, with good reasons why he should
take it, not from any prudence or politics of his own, but in the name of the
Lord, the God of hosts and God of Israel. Not as a statesman, but as a prophet,
he advises him by all means to surrender himself and his city to the king of
Babylon’s princes: ‘Go forth to them, and make the best terms thou canst with
them,’ Jer. 38:17. This was the advice he had given to the people (Jer. 38:2;
and before, Jer. 21:9), to submit to divine judgments, and not think of contending with them” (Matthew Henry Commentary). Instead of following Jeremiah’s
advice, Zedekiah resisted Nebuchadnezzar, leading to the downfall of him and
his family (2 Kings 24:18–25:7).
ELEVATE: (10 min.)
If able, break into two groups and let group one respond to the following:
Do “Christians still experience God’s discipline tempered by God’s mercy, even
though we do not always recognize it as such (1 Corinthians 11:31-32); Hebrews 12:4-11”? Would you consider such as “part of the process of God’s
using all things for our good (Romans 8:28)”? “This isn’t to say we will enjoy
all things or that all things will seem good at some point. Instead, all things that
happen to us and around us are meant to
make us into the image of Jesus” (v.8:29)”
(Ibid., p. 317). Does this make sense? Why
or why not?
Let group two respond to the following:
Do you believe that Christians should
speak God’s Word to those who seek advice and those who don’t seek advice?
Should we, as Christians speak boldly de52

spite consequences, seek justice and continue in ministry even when we are treated
unjustly? Would you say that “Jeremiah is a
book for today’s times,” that “Christians too
can expect the world to ignore our message
and ridicule our convictions”? Should we
“expect hostility to arise in areas where the
Gospel is proclaimed boldly”? Would you
say that “Christian discipleship carries no
guarantee of personal comfort or applause,” but “like Jeremiah, we must learn
to see the world as God sees it and remain true to our calling” and “continually
pray that we will speak the truth boldly (Ephesians 6:19-20)”? (Ibid., p. 319).
iTHINK: (5-7 min.)
1. If possible, prepare several nametags with a name of a decisive leader from
history on each tag. Affix the tags on the backs of volunteers, making them visible to others but not to the tagged person. Allow participants to ask questions
of a volunteer as if he or she were that leader. When volunteers guess their
assigned identities, briefly discuss what makes a great leader.
2. Discuss one of the many Robin Hood movies in which Robin names his big
associate, “Little John.” Help them recall other times when people have been
given ironic nicknames. Ask a volunteer to use a Bible research tool to learn the
meaning of the name Zedekiah. After reading the lesson text, discuss whether
the name fit the king.
3. To introduce Jeremiah’s story, write a skit or readers theater. Incorporate the
intrigue, drama, secrecy and hushed conversations to demonstrate the twisted
situation in which Zedekiah and Jeremiah were involved.
4. If possible, divide participants into three groups, asking each group to prepare to report on one of the three confrontations Jeremiah had with Zedekiah
(Jeremiah 37:1-16; 38:1-6; 38:13-43) and how Jeremiah handled each encounter.
5. Brainstorm a list of topics about which people frequently seek advice. As
a group, discuss some Bible-based advice for a few of these topics and what
might be the best ways to.
KEY VERSE: Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I tell you, you will put me
to death, will you not? And if I give you advice, you will not listen to
me.” Jeremiah 38:15
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ADULT UNIT III: Courageous Prophets of Change
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Ezekiel: Street Preacher to the
Exiles
ADULT TOPIC: Take Responsibility!
LESSON 12
DATE: May 23, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: Psalm 147
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Ezekiel 18
PRINT PASSAGE: Ezekiel 18:1-9, 30-32
Home Daily Bible Reading
May 11 M Psalm 86:1-13
			
May 12 T Jeremiah 27:1-11
May 13 W Deuteronomy 30:15-20
May 14 Th Jeremiah 38:14-18
May 15 F
Jeremiah 21:1-7
May 16 Sa 2 Kings 24:20b–25:7
			
May 17 Su Jeremiah 21:8-14

Seeking Divine Help in Troubled
Times
Land Now Belongs to Babylon
Choose to Love and Obey the Lord
Surrender and the People Will Live
Jerusalem Will Fall
Jerusalem Defeated and
Zedekiah Exiled
Choose the Life of Justice

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or learner
Celebration – “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”- #468 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial
Hymnal
Declaration — Ezekiel 18:1-9, 30-32
(Read together by class, by a volunteer or responsively)
Individual Retribution
1
The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live,
says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel.
4
Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.
If a man is righteous and does what is lawful and right— 6 if he does
not eat upon the mountains or lift up his eyes to the idols of the house
5
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of Israel, does not defile his neighbor’s wife or approach a woman
during her menstrual period, 7 does not oppress anyone, but restores
to the debtor his pledge, commits no robbery, gives his bread to the
hungry and covers the naked with a garment, 8 does not take advance
or accrued interest, withholds his hand from iniquity, executes true
justice between contending parties, 9 follows my statutes, and is careful to observe my ordinances, acting faithfully—such a one is righteous; he shall surely live, says the Lord God.
Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to
your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you
all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord
God. Turn, then, and live.
30

Affirmation — We will engage in responsible behavior that finds favor with
God. (Spoken together by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
It is easy to blame our background or upbringing for the misfortunes we face.
What is the role of personal responsibility? Ezekiel warns Israel that each person will answer for his/ her own behavior and that all must repent of sinful
behavior and obey God’s commands to find favor with God.
If possible, break into groups of three’s and discuss the following issues:
How likely are we to be inclined to accept responsibility for our own harmful
actions? Are we generally more likely to want to blame others for our wrongful
behavior? Why do people have a tendency to find fault in others more easily
than they are to critique their own weaknesses? Why are people tempted to
see themselves as victims of the bad behaviors of others? Do you think that it
is always better to stand up and take
the blame for our own harmful actions
rather than to try to put the blame on
someone else? Explain why or why
not. What is scapegoating? What is
wrong about it?
Report your findings to the rest of the
group.
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EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
Ezekiel 18:1-4: The sour grapes proverb is also in Jeremiah 31:29. The sentiment was obviously common for both the Jews in exile and those remaining
in a war-ravaged Jerusalem. While Jeremiah was preaching in Jerusalem prior
to its destruction, Ezekiel lived with a community of fellow-exiles in Babylon.
The idea that children are punished for the sins of their parents seems to have
come from the Old Testament law (Exodus 20:5; 34:7; Deuteronomy 5:8-10).
What was being ignored was the companion promise that those who keep the
commandments will be rewarded for a thousand generations. Earlier Old Testament writings stress that acts of sin affect the community at large (Numbers
14:17-19; Joshua 7:22-26). The postexilic writings of Ezekiel and Jeremiah
take this one step further, teaching that each person’s fate is ultimately dependent on that person’s own behavior. “The Exile was not the result of the sins of
a single generation. Rather, the continued disobedience of Israel through many
generations, “since the day their fathers came out of Egypt, even to this day”
(2 Kin. 21:15), finally brought judgment on Judah. The cumulative guilt of the
nation was being judged by God in the events that led up to the destruction
of Jerusalem. The response of the exiles was to question the justice of God.
The popular proverb (v. 2; cf. Jer. 31:29) in effect said, “It’s not our fault—we
are being punished for what we did not do. Our fathers sinned, and we are
the ones who are paying the price.” Ezekiel replies by emphasizing that God
responds according to the acts of each individual and generation. The exiles
cannot evade their guilt; they were suffering for their own sins as well” (The
Reformation Study Bible).
Ezekiel 18:5-9: Most items in Ezekiel’s list of moral actions are found in the
Holiness Code of Leviticus 17–25. It is clear from the examples, “No matter
what a person may think or want to believe, each person is responsible for his
or her own sin. On the other hand, just as responsibility cannot be transferred
to anyone else, neither can the merit or righteousness of one person be transferred to or be assumed by another person” (The Asbury Bible Commentary).
Ezekiel 18:30-32: Ezekiel stresses that what is ultimately needed is not
working harder to keep the Law, but regeneration of the heart and mind (Ezekiel 11:19; 18:31; 36:26). “God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. His
ways are fair. God is not a disinterested bystander, shown in the fact that He
says, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies.’ Thus, He passionately
pleads with people to repent and turn from sin so that they may live. God wants
sinners to turn and be saved” (The Bible Panorama).
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ELEVATE: (10 min.)
Sensing our constant need of repentance before God shows that we realize our
own responsibility for our sins. We know that God sees everything we do and
hears everything we say, even knows what we think. Therefore, we must take
responsibility before God for whatever we are, say, think or do. As Christians,
we deal with pressing issues by seeking wisdom from God in prayer and Bible
study, not by reciting moralistic clichés and formulas. We sense our need for
moral regeneration, rather than putting forth extra efforts to be moral.
If possible, break into two groups and discuss the relevance of Romans 12:1-2
to Ezekiel 18:30-31. Romans 12:1-2: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and
sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
iTHINK: (5-7 min.)
1. If possible, give each participant a fortune cookie. Before opening the cookie, invite each person to make a statement about something they experienced
during the past week. Have them read the fortune and ask the group to decide
whether the fortune was relevant to the experience of which they spoke. Briefly
discuss the inadequacies of getting real direction from simplistic truisms.
2. Brainstorm a list of common excuses people make. Ask why excuses rarely
address the real problem.
3. Turn the group’s attention to the list of negative behaviors in Ezekiel 18:11
(summarized from v. 5-9). Help the group think of behaviors that are common
in our culture today that fit into these categories. For example, pornography
and sexually driven entertainment objectifies women, thereby defiling one’s
neighbor’s wife. Legal gambling has a disproportionately negative effect on
those in lower economic levels, thereby, oppressing the poor and needy.
4. Compare and contrast the promises for regeneration in Ezekiel 11:19;
18:31; and 36:26 to Paul’s message in 2 Corinthians 5:11-21.
5. Strategize ways that we can encourage righteous living for individual persons through the work of our faith community.
KEY VERSE: Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well
as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall
die. Ezekiel 18:4
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ADULT UNIT III: Courageous Prophets of Change
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Jonah: Fiery Harbinger of Doom
ADULT TOPIC: Changing for the Better
LESSON 13
DATE: May 30, 2021
DEVOTIONAL READING: Jonah 2
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Jonah 3
PRINT PASSAGE: Same
Home Daily Bible Reading
May 18 M Deuteronomy 24:17-22
			
May 19 T Deuteronomy 17:18-20
May 20 W Psalm 15
			
May 21 Th Jeremiah 22:11-19
May 22 F
Jeremiah 22:20-23
May 23 Sa Jeremiah 22:24-30
May 24 Su Jeremiah 22:1-10
			

Justice for Aliens, Orphans,
and Widows
God Requires Godly Rule by Kings
Who May Enter God’s Holy
Presence?
God’s Justice for the Unjust King
The City Suffers for Its Disobedience
Injustice Ends the Line of David
Repent of Misdeeds and Unjust
Actions

EXALT!
Invocation – Teacher or learner
Celebration – “Be It According to Thy Word”- #400 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial
Hymnal
Declaration — Jonah 3
(Read together by class, by a volunteer or responsively)
Conversion of Nineveh
1
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell
you.” 3 So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word
of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’
walk across. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And
he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”
5
And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
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When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne,
removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.
7
Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: “By the decree of the
king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall
taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. 8 Human
beings and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry
mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. 9 Who knows? God may relent and change
his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not perish.”
6

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would
bring upon them; and he did not do it.
10

Affirmation — We commit to engage in repentance and right behavior after
hearing God’s warning. (Spoken together by class and teacher).
ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)
Change is often required in life if we are
to live in peace with others. What can we
do about life situations that threaten us
harm? After hearing God’s warning from
Jonah, the people of Nineveh repented,
and God forgave their sins. Think how
we may see ourselves in the people of
Nineveh, and then how we may see ourselves in Jonah. How significant is it that
Jonah was reluctant to preach repentance to an enemy nation that was hostile
to the Jews, a Gentile people, in fact?
If possible, break into groups of threes
and respond to the following issues:
1. How great a struggle is it for us to acknowledge and change our negative behaviors? Is it even easy for us to see that
our behavior is bad or destructive?
2. Is it rare for us to change our behaviors
before being convinced such behaviors
will have immediate, disastrous consequences? Who may be able to convince
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us of this? A relative? A friend? A teacher? A minister?
3. Are we more effective in changing our behaviors when we are a part of a support group? What types of support groups are we aware of that may help with
this change? How about anger management? AA? Are there others of which
you are aware?
EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)
Jonah 3:1-5: Jonah is unique among
the books of the prophets in that it
is primarily a story of Jonah’s experiences rather than a detailed record
of his message. Jonah is also unique
in the fact that the prophecy recorded in this book is totally directed at a
nation rather than his own behavior.
Jonah prophesied during the reign of
Jeroboam II of Israel, as did (at least in
part) Hosea and Amos. However, the
only prophecy recorded toward Jeroboam II seems to be one of victory
rather than doom (2 Kings 14:25-27).
God’s initial command focused on the
wickedness of Nineveh (Jonah 1:2).
The second command, coming after
Jonah’s flight from God, focused on
Jonah’s obedience (Jonah 3:2). Jonah’s proclamation of doom in verse 4 is
probably a brief summary of a more complete message. Although repentance
that could assuage God’s anger is not mentioned, the response of the people of
Nineveh makes it probable that it was part of the full message.
Jonah 3:6-10: It is absolutely remarkable that the people of Nineveh immediately responded to Jonah’s preaching in a positive way even though, they
were Gentiles. Nothing short of the workings of God could have brought about
this result. “The Ninevites, of course, had their own gods. Nineveh was home to
the temple of Ishtar, goddess of love and war. Ashur, from which Assyria got its
name, was both a city and a god. Other gods of Assyrian or Babylonian invention were also worshipped in Nineveh. But, at this point, the people believed
God, the underlying Hebrew of that designation being Elohim, not Yahweh….
When the word Elohim is used without the word Yahweh being adjacent, the
implication is that of the Creator of the universe (Genesis 1)…. Of course, the
Lord is both Creator of everything in the earth and Ruler over Israel specifically.
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Old Testament texts, especially the Psalms, often use the name interchangeably. But the Ninevites’ belief seems to have been tied only to God as God
makes Himself known through creation (see Romans 1:18-20), rather than to
God as He reveals himself more fully in the law of Moses” (Standard Lesson
Commentary 2020-2021, Large Print Edition, pp. 332-333). The repentance
of Nineveh was short-lived, however. Shortly thereafter, the armies of Assyria
(of which Nineveh became the capital) would conquer Israel (2 Kings 17:723). The prophet Nahum, however, coming 150 years after Jonah, repeated
Jonah’s message of doom. This time God did not relent. Nineveh was, indeed,
destroyed.
ELEVATE: (10 min.)
“Throughout Scripture, we witness time
and again that God loves mercy (Exodus
33:19). The story of Nineveh illustrates
God’s mercy in extreme fashion: the enemies of God’s own people were spared
when they turned their hearts toward
him. God’s [intention] for all humanity is
to encounter God’s love and remain in it.
The apostle Paul catalogued all the forces incapable of separating God’s people from God’s love (Romans 8:38-39)”
(Ibid., p.335).
Considering the above quotation, break into groups and respond to the following issues:
1. Even though, outside forces can never cause our separation from the love
of God in Christ, what ways do you suppose we ourselves can cause that separation? Can repentance restore that loving relationship? Elaborate on your
answer.
2. How might you respond to both individuals and faith communities who claim
to determine “which groups of sinners are too far beyond the reach of God’s
love,” when in fact “we have
a Savior who dined with
sinners (Luke 7:34) and
reserved his fiercest anger
for the self-congratulating
Pharisees (v.11:39-52)”
(Ibid.)?
3. Respond to the follow61

ing quotation: “Our Lord intends to establish a new people, from every tribe and
tongue (Revelation 7:9). God’s love will go everywhere. We can experience joy
at the prospect, or we can resist this reality. Our attitude does not change what
God will do for our enemies, but it will change how we react to God blessing
those we would curse” (Ibid.).
4. Discuss ways in which you show gratitude for the great love of God that
makes repentance possible; rejoice in God’s forgiveness as you confess your
sins and strive to live in right relationships with God and others; reveal to others how you have experienced peace because of God’s saving love; celebrate
when others turn from their sinful behaviors and profess faith in God; and seek
ways you can be a channel of God’s love toward others, even those you may
see as enemies.
iTHINK: (5-7 min.)
1. Write the phrase “hitting rock bottom” on the board. Help participants define the phrase. Discuss what this phrase has to do with making a radical life
change.
2. Invite a guest speaker who has had help from a support group to make a
life change This can be Weight Watchers, an exercise club, Alcoholics Anonymous, or similar programs for those with destructive addictions. Invite this
person to tell how it is easier to make a change with others who are seeking to
change rather than simply going it alone.
3. List the major details of the narrative in Jonah 3. Have participants try to
summarize one or more of those details as a tabloid news headline and subtitle.
For example: “Sack Is the New Black! Stores run out of sackcloth as citizens
repent.”
4. Discuss what “God changed his mind” mean? (Jonah 3:10). Using a concordance, help participants find other biblical examples of God relenting. How
might that possibility provide hope for those who seek to mend their sinful
ways?
5. Invite participants to write a private prayer of repentance starting with, “I
am not going to wait until my sins catch up to me. Today, I will begin dealing
with this sin with which I struggle . . .”
KEY VERSE: When God saw what they did, how they turned from their
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said
he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. Jonah 3:10
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Photo Credits:
page 5: "Patrice Lumumba" the first democratically elected prime minister of
the Congo. https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/729442470873452422/
page 15: "Kimpa Vita" also known as Dona Beatriz (1684–1706), was a Kongo prophetess and leader of her own Christian movement, Antonianism. She is
known as the Mother of the African revolution. https://kentakepage.com/kimpa-vita-african-prophetess/
page 23: "Doris 'Dorie' Miller" Pearl Harbor Hero Pinned with the Navy Cross
on the battleship USS West Virginia. https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/december-7-1941-heroes
page 32: "N’Nonmiton Woman" Amazon of Dahomey. https://www.messynessychic.com/2016/03/18/meet-the-amazonian-terminators-of-dahomey-the-most-feared-women-in-history/
page 52: "Chinese Woman Persecuted for Being a Christian" More arrests, more
persecution for Shouwang underground Christians. https://mumbailaity.wordpress.com/2011/05/11/more-arrests-more-persecution-for-shouwang-underground-christians/
page 58: "William J. Seymour" Founder of the Pentacostal Movement. https://
jenmiskov.com/blog/azusaracialreconciliation
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