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WORSHIP PROGRAM
December, January, February 2020-2021

MUSICAL PRELUDE

December: 
“A Charge to Keep I Have,” AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, #43, or “Yes Lord 

Yes,” Shirley Caesar, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InsPzsJRmLE

January:
“’Go Preach the Gospel,’ Saith the Lord,” AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, #360, 
or “Jesus Is Mine,” John P. Kee, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWfH-

VWTwfcY

February:
“Give of Your Best to the Master,” AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, #672, or 

“God in Me,” Mary Mary, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agxi8cei9h8

CALL TO WORSHIP

December:
Led by an adult (1st Sunday); a young adult (2nd Sunday); a youth (3rd Sunday); 

and a child (4th Sunday).

Leader: “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.” (Genesis 12:1 NRSV)

All: “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:2  NRSV)

January:
Led by a Local Preacher or Conference Evangelist (1st Sunday); a new member 
(2nd Sunday); a member of the intercessory prayer or prayer ministry (3rd Sun-
day); and a member of a health ministry within the local church (4th Sunday).
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Leader: “Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority 
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every 

sickness.” (Matthew 10:1 NRSV)

All: “These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions . . . ‘As you go, 
proclaim the good news . . . [c]ure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, 

cast out demons.’” (Matthew 10:5a, 7a, 8)

February:
Led by a female member of the Primary Class (1st Sunday); a female member 
of the Intermediate-Senior Class (2nd Sunday); a female young adult (3rd Sun-

day); a female adult (4th Sunday); and a female senior (5th Sunday).

Leader: “And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.’” 

(Luke 1:46-48a NRSV)  

All: “Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One 
has done great things for me, and holy is his name.” (Luke 1:48b-49)

CHORAL INVOCATION
(Sung corporately)

“Have Thine Own Way” (AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, # 492, verse 1)

MORNING HYMN

December:
“I Am Thine, O Lord,” (AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, #433)

January: 
“And Are We yet Alive,” (AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, #361)

February:
“How Great Thou Art,” (AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal, #47)

RESPONSIVE READING
Acts 9:1-6, 17-19 NRSV

Leader: Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the  
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the 
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synagogue at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men 
or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

People: Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a 
light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice 

saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  

Leader: He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting. But get up and enter the city  and you will be told what you 

are to do …” 

People: So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid hands on Saul  
and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way 
here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the 

Holy Spirit.” 

All: And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his 
sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking 

some food, he regained his strength. 

RALLY SONG

“I’ll Just Say Yes,” Brian Courtney Wilson, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xPbESClUDg 

STUDY PERIOD

Learners study the lessons in their classes

CLOSING ASSEMBLY

Class members will commit and dedicate themselves to hearing God’s call,  
answering God’s call, and fulfilling God’s call.     

SUNDAY SCHOOL BENEDICTION

Sunday school is over for another day. Hear us, Heavenly Father, as to Thee 
we pray. Through the week be with us in our work and play; Make us kind and 

loving, help us to obey. Amen.
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ADULT UNIT I: The Beginning of a Call
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Called through Heritage

ADULT TOPIC: Fulfilling One’s Calling
 

LESSON 1
DATE: December 6, 2020

DEVOTIONAL READING:  Psalm 102:12-22
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Matthew 1:1-17; Hebrews 1
PRINT PASSAGES: Hebrews 1:1-5, Matthew 1:1-6, 16-17

Home Daily Bible Reading

Nov. 30 M Psalm 2 God’s Anointed Ruler of All  
   Nations
Dec. 1 T Ephesians 1:1-14 Blessed and Chosen in Christ
Dec. 2 W Ephesians 1:15-23 Christ, Head over All People/ 
   Things
Dec. 3 Th Matthew 1:6b-15 In the Family Line of David
Dec. 4 F Hebrews 1:6-9 God Anoints Jesus King
Dec. 5 Sa Hebrews 1:10-14 Jesus, Creator and Eternal  
   Ruler
Dec. 6 Su Heb. 1:1-5;  Expectations of Jesus Before  
  Matt. 1:1-6, 16-17  His Birth

EXALT!

Invocation – Teacher or Leaner
Celebration – “Praise Him! Praise Him!”-#268 A.M.E.Z. Bicentennial Hymnal
Declaration – Hebrews 1:1-5; Matthew 1:1-6, 16-17
(Read together by class, by a volunteer or responsively.)

God’s Supreme Revelation
1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to 
the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by 
His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also 
He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the 
express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of 
His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become so much better 
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than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent 
name than they.

The Son Exalted Above Angels
5 For to which of the angels did He ever say: “You are My Son, Today 
I have begotten You”? And again: “I will be to Him a Father, And He 
shall be to Me a Son”?. 

The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah
1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, 
the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and 
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of 
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4 and Aram the father of Ami-
nadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father 
of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the 
father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the 
father of King David.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah,

16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus 
was born, who is called the Messiah.

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen genera-
tions; and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen gener-
ations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen 
generations.

Affirmation — We seek to grasp the significance of Jesus’ earthly heritage 
and his heavenly origins. (Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 MIN.)
 
The Winter Quarter (December–February 2020/21) examines God’s 
call in stories from the New Testament. The greatest call came to Jesus; others 
led to the extension of Christian ministry into the known world. Unit I begins 
with Jesus’ heritage and spends time on the story of Jesus’ birth, including 
the witness of the Magi to Jesus’ call as the Messiah. John the Baptist’s call 
is studied also. The second unit (II) looks at four events from Jesus’ ministry. 
Jesus receives a call to proclamation and ministry and expands his work by 
calling followers. Jesus’ ministries of healing and as intercessor are a focus. 
Unit III highlights women in ministry. From the Samaritan woman to Mary Mag-
dalene to Priscilla and Lydia, women supported Jesus in his work and carried 
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forth his teachings after the Resurrection. 

Unit I, “The Beginning of a Call,” has four sessions from the Gospel of Matthew. 
Session 1 highlights the heritage of Jesus. Session 2 tells the story of Jesus’ 
birth. Session 3 speaks of the witness of the Magi to Jesus’ call as the Messiah. 
Session 4 tells of the call of John the Baptist.

Where we come from often speaks volumes about what we are like. How are 
people rooted in what has come before? Hebrews affirms the ultimate origins 
of Jesus in the very life of God, and Matthew explains how he was the product 
of his long biblical heritage.

In small groups, those who can do so, share what you know about an ancestor 
of yours who has impacted your life and that of others in your family. What does 
this tell us about the importance of ancestors spiritually and socially?

Those who can do so, sketch out your 
family tree. After doing so, consid-
er each of these questions: looking 
at the whole of your lineage, share 
with the other participants what 
you consider important influences 
that contribute to who you are to-
day. What important events and sto-
ries are you connected to through 
your family tree? What does this in-
dicate about your earthly heritage? 
Does this seem to be true, in general, 
do you think?  Let the whole group dis-
cuss why the ancestry of Jesus was 
very significant in the Gospel stories. 
Consider also how our “chosen” pur-
poses and goals (or calling) in life may 
possibly have been in the plans of God 
for our lives from many generations 
ago.

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Hebrews 1:1-5:  The meaning and character of Jesus, referred to as Christol-
ogy, is presented in various ways in different New Testament books, all of which 
contribute to the richness of our understanding of Jesus. The Book of Hebrews 
is unique in its conception and presentation of Jesus as the finality and perfec-
tion of God’s divine revelation   Some biblical Christology presentations picture 
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Jesus not only as being in the image of God, as was the first Adam (Genesis 
1:26-27), but also as being the exact likeness, the complete image of God (Co-
lossians 1:15, 19; Hebrews 1:3). As stated in early creeds, Jesus was both fully 
man and fully God. Hebrews uses the term “last days” not necessarily in the 
popular sense, but rather as referring to the time after which the plan of God 
was finished through the sacrifice of Jesus (John 19:30). Compare Hebrews 
1:2; Acts 2:16-17; 1 Peter 1:20; etc. The idea of inheritance (Hebrews 1:4) is 
a key concept in Hebrews. Since Jesus has the inherent position of Son of God, 
Jesus passes an eternal inheritance to those called to follow him (9:15).

Matthew 1:1-6, 16-17: Matthew has a certain unique bent to its gospel  
writing purpose. Its audience is seen as Jewish Christians whom its author was 
determined to convince that Jesus was the 
promised Jewish Messiah, the descendant 
of all the Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob), 
and the son of David, etc. which is the rea-
son his genealogy is so focused. Bible gene-
alogies, though cumbersome for the modern 
reader, are essential for the worldview of the 
Scriptures. They indicate that history is not 
a random collection of events, but rather a 
cohesive plan of God, linking generation to 
generation (Genesis 5, 10; 1 Chronicles 1–8; 
Matthew 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-38).”The Old 
Testament promises the coming of the righ-
teous Servant of the Lord (Is. 42:1–9), who 
will be a prophet like Moses (Deut. 18:18, 
19), a priest like Melchizedek (Ps. 110:4), and a king like David, the Lord’s 
anointed (Is. 55:3–5; Jer. 30:9; Ezek. 34:24; Hos. 3:5; Zech. 12:8). Matthew 
reveals that Jesus is the Christ, the promised King and Deliverer” (Reforma-
tion Study Bible). Consider how Matthew traces the lineage of Jesus back to 
Abraham, the first Jew, and Luke in reverse order traces Jesus’ lineage back to 
Adam, the first man (Luke 3:23-38).

ELEVATE: (10 MIN.)

Break into two groups and let group 1 discuss the following points as 
exemplified in Christian life and understanding: 

1. We acknowledge that Jesus is uniquely the Father’s Son, thereby affirming 
that Jesus holds a position superior to that of Old Testament prophets and 
created spiritual beings such as angels. (Specify ways we express such be-
lief.)
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2. We recognize Jesus as God’s final Word, the one who completes God’s plan 
for humankind. (How do you see this as being so?)

3. We take comfort that in addition to being completely divine, Jesus was also 
fully human, experiencing the same temptations and trials to which all hu-
mankind is subject. (How is this comforting to you? Be specific.)

Let group 2 elaborate on specific significances of the following in our 
lives: 

1. We marvel at the scope of God’s plan—creating a nation through Abraham, 
establishing a kingdom through David, and making all humankind a part of 
both through Jesus. (What are some specific aspects of this plan?)

2. We appreciate Jesus’ connection with the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants, 
as well as various prophecies, through his earthly heritage. (What are these 
covenants and how do they affect our faith?)

Share your findings with the whole group.  Can we now celebrate more 
the beauty of our faith and the awesomeness of our God?

iTHINK: (5 – 7 min.)

1. It has been said that no one comes to faith in Christ without someone else 
praying for them. Do you find this to be true? Discuss and share about per-
sons and experiences that are your spiritual heritage. 

2. Review early creeds of the church that affirm that Jesus is fully man and 
fully God. Discuss how today’s lesson texts led the church to that affirmation. 

3. Ask the participants to explain the modern adage, “History is the story writ-
ten by the winners.” (This is generally used to mean that history is merely a 
narrative created by whoever is in power at the time.) Help them discuss the 
truth or falsity of that idea using the texts studied today. Is sacred history 
different from secular history in this regard?

4. Close with a time of hymn singing that praises Jesus for being the ultimate 
prophet, the eternal king, and the exact representation of God. (Example: 
Hymn 268, “Praise Him! Praise Him!”)

KEY VERSE: In these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 
Hebrews 1:2.



10

ADULT UNIT I: The Beginning of a Call
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Called before Birth

ADULT TOPIC: Called to Participate in a Promise
 

LESSON 2
DATE: December 13, 2020

DEVOTIONAL READING: Isaiah 42:1-9
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Matthew 1:18-25

PRINT PASSAGE: Same

Home Daily Bible Reading

Dec. 7 M Isaiah 7:10-15 Sign of God’s Presence
Dec. 8 T Isaiah 42:1-9 Called as Light to the Nations
Dec. 9 W Isaiah 49:1-7 Called to Mission Before Birth
Dec. 10 Th Luke 1:26-38 Birth of Jesus Foretold to Mary
Dec. 11 F Luke 2:34-38 Simeon Foretells Jesus’ Ministry
Dec. 12 Sa Ruth 4:9-17 Mary, in the Lineage of Ruth
Dec. 13 Su Matthew 1:18-25 Miracle of the Holy Spirit  
   Conception

EXALT!

Invocation — Teacher or Learner
Celebration — “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” - #97 A. M. E. Zion Bicenten-
nial Hymnal
Declaration — Matthew 1:18-25
(Read together by the class, by a volunteer or responsively.)

The Birth of Jesus the Messiah
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 
to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when 
he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  
21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
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23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph 
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her until she 
had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

Affirmation – We rejoice that the birth of Jesus fulfilled God’s promise to be 
with God’s people. (Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

A newborn baby inspires us to 
wonder about the potential of 
every human life. How do we un-
derstand the designs of our lives? 
Joseph’s call to form a family with 
Mary suggests that God calls us 
to give hope to the world through 
our families.

Break into twos or threes and 
discuss with one another in the 
groups how God may be calling 
you and your family to play a sig-
nificant role in realizing the divine 
will in your community or society. 
How do you respond to marriages 

between members of your family and those of other groups for whom perhaps 
you did not have much liking? How do you suppose God may be working out 
the divine will in couples who get pregnant before their marriage? Talk about 
single-parent families in whose lives God’s will may be manifested. Do you think 
God responds to all the varieties of family circumstances and arrangements in 
the same way we do? Do you suppose that God works all things together for 
good for those who love Him and are called according to His purposes? Dis-
cuss this in relation to family situations today which sometimes are an aversion 
to us. How do you reconcile the position that recognizes that extramarital preg-
nancy can bring shame on both a woman and those who love her and the one 
that celebrates pregnancy as good news that marks a new beginning?

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Matthew 1:18-20:  The description of Joseph as a man who was righteous/
just/faithful to the law (dikaios) yet desiring to show mercy is theologically im-
portant in Matthew’s Gospel. Matthew records Jesus pairing righteousness/
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justice with acts of undeserved mercy (5:6-7, 45, 25:37-40). As sexual un-
faithfulness during the betrothal period, when a couple were legally bound to 
each other, but not yet involved sexually, was considered adultery—an offense 
punishable by death, Joseph most likely saw Mary’s announcement as terrible 
timing—the pregnancy of an unmarried woman! Paul, in contrast, affirms Mary’s 
pregnancy as an example of God’s perfect timing (Galatians 4:4-5). Note that 
Joseph sought to keep Mary’s surprising pregnancy private, not exposing her 
to public shame (deigmatisai), but ironically, Mary’s son, Jesus, would publicly 
shame (edeigmatisen) the great and powerful of this world by triumphing over 
them in his crucifixion and resurrection (Colossians 2:15).

Matthew 1:21-23: It is of much interest and significance how biblical proph-
ecy aptly applies to both present historical settings and to future situations far 
beyond the present. For instance, Isaiah gave the original Immanuel prophecy 
to King Ahaz of Judah (Isaiah 7:10-16). A child would be born to a young wom-
an as a sign that the political threats Ahaz feared would soon be gone. Matthew 
saw this prophecy as having additional prophetic significance regarding the 
Messiah. Also, the significance of variations on the same name in various bibli-
cal contexts is of interest. The name Jesus means “Yahweh saves.” Significant 
Old Testament figures have variations of that same name: Joshua, who led the 
people of Israel into the promised land, Hosea the prophet, and Jeshua/Josh-
ua, the high priest instrumental in rebuilding the temple (Ezra 3:1-3).

Matthew 1:24-25: The virginity and purity of 
Mary was to be maintained until the divine be-
ing within her was to be delivered. Joseph was 
unquestioningly obedient to the divine mandate 
not to have marital relations with Mary until the 
holy child was born. This was apparently so that 
no confusion would be discerned between the 
human and the divine under the circumstances. 
After Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph obvious-
ly engaged in normal marital relations that pro-
duced other children as brothers and sisters of 
Jesus. We should not be misled in this by those 
who put forth theories that Mary remained a vir-
gin throughout her life, as well as other such as-
sumptions for which there is no biblical evidence.

ELEVATE: (5-10 min.)

Break into groups of threes and discuss with one another and elaborate on the 
following points:
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1. Believers trust that God is present, even in their darkest hours. How might 
the situation of Joseph be encouraging on this point?

2. Believers, like Joseph, seek to combine justice and mercy.

3. Believers accept Old Testament prophecies in their original contexts and the 
typologies of Christ they represent.

4. Believers obey God, even when doing so involves taking risks. What risks did 
Joseph take in this case?

5.  Believers come to a deeper understanding of who God’s Son is by learning 
the meanings of the various names (Jesus, Emmanuel, Messiah, etc.) given 
to him.

Share your views with the rest of the group.

iThink (5-7 min.)

1. Play the classic rock song “One (Is the Loneliest Number)” or a song with 
similar meaning to begin class. Have participants discuss times when they 
have experienced the despair of loneliness.

2. Let volunteers explain the reason they (or children of theirs) were given a 
particular name. Were they named for a relative?A celebrity of the time? A 
significant event or holiday? How well did this sit with them?

3. Research first-century Jewish engagement, marriage, and divorce practices 
using Bible dictionaries, Bible encyclopedias, and online research tools

4. Compare and contrast Mary and Joseph’s angelic announcements concern-
ing Jesus’ birth (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38). Consider the circum-
stances and means of the announcements as well as the reactions to them.

5. Brainstorm a list of world problems and personal problems with the group, 
writing them on the board. To close, read several of these one at a time. After 
you read a problem, have the group respond. “His name is Emmanuel, God 
with us.”

KEY VERSES: “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She 
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” Matthew 1:20b-21.
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ADULT UNIT I: The Beginning of a Call
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: A Regal Response to Holy Light

ADULT TOPIC: International Honor for the King of the World

LESSON 3
DATE: December 20, 2020

DEVOTIONAL READING:  Exodus 1:8-22
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Matthew 2:7-15

PRINT PASSAGE: Same

Home Daily Bible Reading

Dec. 14 M Exodus 1:15-22 Midwives Frustrate Pharaoh’s  
   Decree
Dec. 15 T 1 Kings 3:5-14 God Answers Solomon’s Dream
Dec. 16 W Daniel 1:8-17 Insight into the Meaning of  
   Dreams
Dec. 17 Th Galatians 3:25-29 In Christ No Divisions Allowed
Dec. 18 F Micah 5:1-5 Gracious Ruler to Come from  
   Bethlehem
Dec. 19 Sa Matthew 2:19-23 Successful Return from Egypt
Dec. 20 Su Matthew 2:7-15 Safe in the Midst of Danger

EXALT!

Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration – “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” - #89 A.M.E. Zion Bi-
centennial Hymn
Declaration – Matthew 2:7-15
(Read together by the class, by a volunteer or responsively.)

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
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down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own coun-
try by another road.

The Escape to Egypt
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there un-
til the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

Affirmation — We join with peoples of every ethnicity and culture to worship 
Jesus, the King of all nations. (Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

As our world gets smaller, we are more and more exposed to people who differ 
from us in race, culture, and religious values. Where can we find unity in such 
a world? By summoning wise men from far-off lands to worship Jesus, God 
demonstrated that this newborn King would transcend the differences that di-
vide us. Think of the points made in the following statements: We tend to view 
historic happenings through our own particular cultural lenses and thus have 
a narrower view of life than God would desire us to have. We are more likely to 
perceive outward differences between ourselves and members of other ethnic 
groups rather than appreciate the inward traits we share.

Now break into two groups and discuss how the journey and visit of the Magi 
shows people who have overcome such narrowness of views and limited per-
ceptions. Answer the question: How might the story of the birth, life, and death 
and resurrection of Jesus cure us of these ills?

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Matthew 2:7-11:  While Matthew deals with events happening after Jesus’ 
birth (Matthew 2:1), Luke focuses on the last days of Mary’s pregnancy and 
the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:5-7). Both Gospels, however, record that visitors out-
side of the mainstream of Jewish society were divinely directed to visit Jesus. 
Wise men (Greek “Magi”) were experts in sacred writings, ancient wisdom, and 
astrology. It is likely that the Magi became familiar with the idea of a coming 
Jewish Messiah because the Jews had been exiled centuries before in Persia 
and Babylon. The wise men gave gifts that confirmed Jesus’ call as prophet, 
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priest, and king before his birth. They were highly pleased to honor him without 
the slightest sense of threat to their own positions and influence, contrary to 
what was the experience of Jesus in his own country.

Matthew 2:12-15:  Herod the Great was appointed by Rome to govern the 
Jews from about 37 to 4 BC. History shows him to be a ruthless ruler who was 
not above murder and political assassination to retain power. It was logical that 
the Magi sought a newborn king of the Jews at the palace in the capital city. 
While that visit gave the wise men direction from Scripture concerning the Mes-
siah’s birthplace, it also intensified Herod’s fears of a threat to his own reign. 
The Magi, unaware of any such fears of Herod, were thus guided spiritually to 
overlook Herod’s requests to return and bring him the news of the place of the 
child’s birth. Joseph and Mary likewise were warned to save the child from the 
evil and murderous intentions of Herod, which other babies and children suf-
fered. Like Isaiah’s Immanuel prophecy (Isaiah 7:10-16) in Matthew 1:23, the 
reference to the mourning in Ramah (Jeremiah 31:15-17) was originally given 
in another historical context but was viewed as a typology of the Christ event.

ELEVATE: (10 min.)

1. Knowing that people of all nations long for rescue from the troubles they 
experience in this life, how would you regard the richness and blessings of 
hope stemming from the birth of the Christ child worthy of sharing with the 
world in this critical time of world pandemic? 

2. Would you say that this is a precious and opportune time for missionary 
efforts to bring the gospel message to people all over the world? How about 
the appropriate use of electronically oriented media in facilitating such ef-
forts? Do you find this exciting and invigorating?

Break into two groups and one group discuss the following: We take risks 
in going into foreign cultures with the gospel message, of course. How might 
we learn about other cultures in order to find relevant ways of bringing the gos-
pel message to those cultures in peaceful and supportive gestures?

A second group should discuss the following issues: While enjoying sec-
ular trappings of Christmas, how might we try to use this opportunity to help 
others understand the reason for the season? Also, how might we use this time 
to help bring healing and reconciliation in the areas of racial, cultural, and reli-
gious division which have resurfaced in these times in such movements as the 
#Me Too Movement, Black Lives Matter Movement, etc.?
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iTHINK: (5-7 min.)

1. Find Nativity scenes (or pictures 
of them online) that depict the 
birth of Jesus in a specific cul-
tural context (examples: charac-
ters depicted as Asian or wear-
ing distinctly South American 
garb or being in a Polynesian 
hut). You may want to point out 
how more typical crèches have 
a much more European flavor 
rather than depicting the actual 
Middle Eastern context of the 
birth of Jesus. Discuss the value 
of such ethnocentric crèches.

2. Find photographs of a variety of world historic sites (examples: the Great 
Wall of China, the Taj Mahal, the Egyptian pyramids, the Roman Coliseum). 
Post the photos in different stations around the room. Let participants stand 
by the photo of the place they would most like to visit and explain why.

3. Let participants read Esther 10:1-3, Daniel 3:28-30, 4:1-3, 6:25-27. Note 
that these passages tell us of entries in the secular writings of Babylon and 
Persia that refer to the God of Israel. Discuss how writings such as these may 
have motivated the Magi’s journey.

4. Before the session, participants are asked to prepare a short report about 
Herod the Great. After the participant presents his or her findings, let them 
tell how these findings compare to the depiction of Herod in Matthew 2.

5. Review foreign missionary efforts your congregation supports and think of 
ways you can support these efforts. 

KEY VERSE: On entering the 
house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him hom-
age. Then, opening their trea-
sure chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. Matthew 2:11.
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ADULT UNIT I: The Beginning of a Call
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Called to Prepare the Way

ADULT TOPIC: Get Ready

LESSON 4
DATE: December 27, 2020

DEVOTIONAL READING: John 1:19-34
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Matthew 3

PRINT PASSAGE: Matthew 3:1-12

Home Daily Bible Reading

Dec. 21 M Isaiah 40:1-5 A Voice Cries, “Comfort My  
   People”
Dec. 22 T Matthew 11:2-15 John the Baptist Is the Greatest
Dec. 23 W John 1:19-34 The Baptist’s Testimony of Faith
Dec. 24 Th Matthew 17: 1-8 Jesus, the Father’s Beloved Son
Dec. 25 F Matthew 17:9-13;  In John, Elijah Has Come
  Malachi 4:4-5 
Dec. 26 Sa Matthew 3:13-17 John Baptizes Jesus in the  
   Jordan
Dec. 27 Su Matthew 3:1-12 John Prepares the Way for Jesus

EXALT!

Invocation — Teacher or learner
Celebration — “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”-#109 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial 
Hymnal
Declaration — Matthew 3:1-12 (Read together by class, by a volunteer or 
responsively)

The Proclamation of John the Baptist
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.’”

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people 
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
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along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for bap-
tism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more pow-
erful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” 

Affirmation  — We identify with John the Baptist in his call to prepare the way 
for Christ. (Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

Important projects require thoughtful preparation. What endeavors demand 
our greatest efforts in preparation? John called for people to repent of their 
sins and thus be ready to welcome the soon-coming Messiah. What hope do we 
have that better days are coming and how must we prepare for them? 

Identify and discuss with the group important coming events that require a lot 
of preparation. What individual preparations will be necessary and what will 
require group efforts? 

Break into two groups and share with one another your attitudes toward such 
things as repentance, sin, and judgment.  Do these terms seem to be archaic 
or even offensive to some? Are there changes in such attitudes since the time 
of John the Baptist? If so, why have these changes come about do you think? Is 
there some sort of “new normal” among generations today?

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Matthew 3:1-6: John the Baptist was the first prophet since Malachi who 
prophesied four centuries earlier. The last verses of Malachi predict the coming 
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of another Elijah who would preach repentance in preparation for a coming 
day of the Lord (Malachi 4:5-6). John had been specially called to this role, of 
course, and specially groomed to perform the tasks as a forerunner of Christ, 
being a Nazirite and dedicated to spiritual teachings and revelatory functions. 
Jewish leaders sent emissaries to hear John, apparently not because of in-
terest as much as to investigate and evaluate the threat his popularity posed 
to them (John 1:19-22). John’s preaching was appealing to the outcasts of 
Jewish society, including tax collectors and members of the occupying army 
(Luke 3:10-14). The message of repentance was offensive to the two major 
parties of the Jews, the Pharisees and Sadducees. The Pharisees were a sect 
that preached strict adherence to the Law of Moses. The Sadducees were gen-
erally wealthier and more politically connected. Therefore, both groups were 
confident that they were good enough in God’s eyes and had little need to re-
pent (Luke 18:9-14). Therefore, John’s words were rather harsh toward them, 
condemning their stubborn resistance to God’s new revelations. Notice that 
Matthew was careful to quote the prophet Isaiah in verse 3, indicating the gen-
uineness of John’s identification and role. 

Matthew 3:7-10:  John the Baptist was unrelenting in his preaching of re-
pentance and encouraging baptism, not overlooking any segment of society. 
He was fearless in condemning the guilty.“The Old Testament promised the 
coming of the Lord in righteous judgment (Ps. 96:13; Zeph. 2:1, 2; Mal. 3:2). 
John will not allow the leaders to suppose that the cup of God’s wrath is only 
for Israel’s enemies, and that their own nation will escape. John was later puz-
zled that Jesus did not bring judgment (11:2, 3)….‘3:8 fruit in keeping with 
repentance’: Acts indicating an inner righteousness, not merely outward con-
formity. Since the Pharisees considered themselves to be the righteous of their 
day, the words of John must have cut deep” (Reformation Study Bible). John 
proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah, but later harbored some doubts about this 
proclamation (Matthew 11:2-6).

Matthew 3:11-12: “The cleansing with fire describes God’s supernatural bap-
tism, contrasted with the symbol of cleans-
ing with water. The fire of the Spirit renews 
the people of God and consumes the wick-
ed as chaff (Is. 4:4; Zech. 13:9; Mal. 3:2-3, 
4:1). John’s witness to Jesus as the Lord 
who has come (v. 3) is extended. As Lord, 
Jesus baptizes with the Spirit and executes 
the Last Judgment. See ‘Baptism’ at Rom. 
6:3” (Reformation Study Bible). The “win-
nowing fan” was a tool that enabled farm-
ers to toss grain into the air so the wind 
would blow the chaff away.
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ELEVATE: (10 min.)

We are always in need of repentance, as we recognize our tendency to sin ei-
ther in thought, word, or deed. When we come before a holy and righteous God, 
we come always acknowledging and repenting of our sins. We always recog-
nize the reality of sin and the necessity of repentance. And as we repent of our 
sins, we also are responsible for bearing witness to that repentance through 
our deeds. Identify and discuss the importance Jesus places on repentance 
and forgiveness in certain of his teachings such as the Lord’s Prayer, the para-
ble of the Pharisee and the tax collector, etc. Discuss how repentance is central 
to the Kingdom of God, which Jesus initiated in His first coming or advent.

Discuss with the group how we may honor the call to identify with John the 
Baptist in his call to prepare the way for Christ.

iTHINK: (5-7 min.)

1. Discuss preparations you would make if you knew a dignitary or celebrity 
would be attending your class next week. Or discuss preparations you would 
make if you knew that Jesus would be attending class.

2. Share personal encounters you may have had with street preachers and  
religious protestors. Discuss whether their approach is effective in calling 
people to repentance.

3. Divide into groups of threes. Each group should look at Isaiah 40:3-5 and 
Malachi 4:5-6 and prepare a written job description for the forerunner to the 
Messiah. Evaluate John’s message in today’s text using that job description.

4. Compare and contrast John the Baptist’s assessment of his identity (John 
1:19-23) with Jesus’ assessment of John (Matthew 11:7-14; 17:10-13). 
Discuss any apparent discrepancies.

5. Brainstorm a list of the barriers that keep people from coming to repentance 
and then discuss how participants, individually or working together, can re-
move some of those barriers.

6.  Develop a repentance ritual to allow individuals and the group to repent of 
their sins. Form pairs and discuss ways to live into such repentance through 
specific deeds.

KEY VERSE: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 
Matthew 3:3.
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ADULT UNIT II: Jesus and Calls in His Ministry
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Called to Proclaim

ADULT TOPIC: An Amazing Messager

LESSON 5
DATE: January 3, 2021

DEVOTIONAL READING: Deuteronomy 8:1-11
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Luke 4

PRINT PASSAGE: Luke 4:14-22 (end with “from his mouth”)

Home Daily Bible Reading

Dec. 28 M Deut. 8:1-11 Live by God’s Word
Dec. 29 T Leviticus 25:8-17 Jubilee, Year of God’s Favor
Dec. 30 W 1 Kings 17:8-16 Miracle of the Meal and Oil
Dec. 31 Th 2 Kings 5:1-14 Naaman’s Leprosy Healed  
   in Jordan River
Jan. 1 F Luke 4:1-13 Jesus Overcomes the Devils 
   Temptations
Jan. 2 Sa Luke 4:23-30 Jesus Driven out of Nazareth
Jan. 3 Su Luke 4:14-22 Jesus’ Mandate for Ministry 
   Announced

EXALT!

Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration — “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”-#432 A.M.E.Z. Bicentennial 
Hymnal
Declaration – Luke 4:14-22 (end with “from his mouth”) (Read together by 
class, by a volunteer or responsively.)

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry
14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, 
and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country.  
15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by every-
one.

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went 
to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up 
to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He 
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
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18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he 
began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious 
words that came from his mouth...” 

Affirmation – We commit to align our faith response with Jesus’ call and mis-
sion. (Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

Unit II, “Jesus and Calls in His Ministry,” presents four sessions about Jesus’ 
ministry. Luke emphasizes Jesus’ call to proclamation and ministry and identi-
fies Jesus as one who calls followers. Mark speaks to Jesus’ call to a ministry 
of healing. John gives us a look at Jesus’ call as the intercessor for those who 
follow him.  

No doubt we dream of a world with no sickness or oppression, no homeless-
ness, poverty, no pain or suffering, no injustice. Such a world is usually called 
a utopia. Arguably utopias are possible, and our dreams of such may certainly 
keep us working toward them.

Break into groups of threes and discuss with one another how dreams of uto-
pias have influenced your life and how utopias relate to religious beliefs. Share 
your findings with the whole group.

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Luke 4:14-16:  Nazareth was a small, insignificant town that was looked 
down upon, even by others in Galilee (John 1:45-46). A powerful message of 
hope would have been welcomed there. It was doubted as to how anything no-
table could come from such an insignificant place. Yet, we know how God acts, 
always in a manner that is astonishing to us. We often say He works in mys-
terious ways—His wonders to perform. It was only natural that Jesus should 
preach his initial sermon in His hometown synagogue. But it was beyond hu-
man imagination that the Son of God, the Savior of the world would come from 
such a lowly place. 

Luke 4:17-21: The proclamation of a special year of the Lord’s favor is a ref-
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erence to the year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:8-55). Jubilee was a time at which 
debts were forgiven, slaves freed, and land returned to its original owner. Isaiah 
refers to Jubilee in the context of a restoration of Israel after the nation’s ene-
mies had humbled her (Isaiah 61:2). Jesus made the reference in regard to the 
new day he would bring. Paul may have been making a Jubilee reference when 
comparing the new covenant to the old covenant (2 Corinthians 3:17- 18). 
By applying the words of Isaiah 61 to himself, Jesus was claiming to be the 
anointed servant, the Messiah. This was a rare occasion, since Jesus generally 
kept this title from being affixed to him until the time of the culmination of his 
ministry drew near. See Matthew 16:20; Mark 1:25, 34; 7:36. The words of 
this passage and occasion appear only in Luke’s Gospel, which stresses Jesus’ 
concern for the lowly, the weak, the oppressed, those subjected to the injus-
tices of society. And the words He quotes from Isaiah have been and still are 
used to bolster liberation movements and the struggles for social justice.

Luke 4:22: An initial positive reception of Jesus turned negative when some 
suggested that he was making claims about himself that were not warranted 
from his heritage (Luke 4:22b-30). Matthew 13:54-58 and Mark 6:1-6 also 
record a rejection at Nazareth. If these all describe the same event, there is dis-
agreement as to where it fits chronologically in Jesus’ ministry. But this rejec-
tion did not hinder Jesus. He continued to preach and live out His calling (e.g., 
Matthew 5–7; 25:31-46; Luke 6: 17-36; etc.), which is an excellent example 
to us as to how we should honor our own callings no matter the opposition we 
may encounter. 

ELEVATE: (10 min.)

People hear conflicting messages and proclamations all of the time. What mes-
sage would provide answers to life’s deepest problems? The worshipers at 
Nazareth listened to Jesus’ proclamation of justice and compassion and were 
amazed at His gracious words. No doubt, these words from the prophet spoken 
and applied to Jesus Himself from His own lips stirred up their long-held hopes 
of a better life to come. It was just unbelievable that it was finally coming to 
pass in and through one of their own small townspersons. 
 
Break into two groups and have one group discuss the truth or falsity 
(reality or unreality) of the first three questions: 
1. Believers know that Jesus can bring change that political leaders can only 

promise. What changes are we looking to Jesus to accomplish rather than to 
political leaders?

2. Believers see typologies of Jesus in Old Testament festivals, promises, and 
events. Name some in particular.
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3. Believers stand with Jesus, even when others reject his claims. Name situa-
tions in which we do this or may do so.

And the second group discuss the reality and truth or falsity of the 
last two questions:
4. Believers seek to bring Jesus’ message of freedom to those who are poor, ill, 

and oppressed. How do we accomplish this task?

5. Believers view the Gospel primarily as the promise of the Lord’s favor rather 
than the Lord’s wrath. What impact does this have on us?

Share your findings with the group as a whole.

iTHINK: (5 – 7 min.)

1. Recall the political promises made by candidates in recent elections. Rate 
the likelihood of each promise being kept as very likely, likely, unlikely, or very 
unlikely.

2. Begin class with a quiz in which participants match famous people with the 
small towns in which they were born. Discuss the quiz after revealing the 
answers. Did these people remain in these hometowns? Why or why not? 
What positive or negative reactions might these people encounter were they 
to return to those towns?

3. Using your Bible and Bible reference tools, do some research on the year of 
Jubilee (Leviticus 25:8-55). How does the deliverance Jesus brings com-
pare and contrast with the freedom of the Jubilee year?

4. Write the major phrases of Luke 4:18-19 on the board. Help participants 
imagine beginning a para-church ministry that would fulfill all of these goals. 
What would they call this ministry? Where would it be located? How would it 
be staffed? How does our congregation participate in Jesus’ mission?

5. Name the groups that Jesus mentioned in his Isaiah quote who will receive 
divine grace at Jesus’ coming. What grace have these groups received? 
Whom would you add to this list of those needing divine grace? What words 
do you find in Jesus’ teachings to support this? 

KEY VERSES: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to pro-
claim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 
the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Luke 
4:18-19
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ADULT UNIT II: Jesus and Calls in His Ministry
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Called to Significance

ADULT TOPIC: The Ultimate Fish Story

LESSON 6
DATE: January 10, 2021

DEVOTIONAL READING: Luke 9:57-62
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Luke 5:1-11

PRINT PASSAGE: Same

Home Daily Bible Reading

Jan. 4 M Exodus 3:1-12 Called to Lead Israelites from  
   Egypt
Jan. 5 T Judges 6:11-16 Called to Deliver Israelites from  
   Midianites
Jan. 6 W Isaiah 6:1-8 Called and Cleansed for Ministry
Jan. 7 Th Luke 9:57-62 Single Mindedness Required to  
   Follow Jesus
Jan. 8 F Romans 2:1-11 Repentance, Goal of God’s 
   Kindness
Jan. 9 Sa John 21:15-19 Jesus Calls Peter to Ministry
Jan. 10 Su Luke 5:1-11 Don’t Be Afraid to Catch People

EXALT!

Invocation — Teacher or Learner
Celebration — “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” - #678 A. M. E. Zion Bicen-
tennial Hymnal
Declaration — Luke 5:1-11
(Read together by the class, by a volunteer or responsively.)

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and 
the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw 
two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out 
of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from 
the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.  
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the 
deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, 
“Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet 
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if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they 
caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So they 
signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And 
they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when 
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with 
him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and so 
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 
Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you 
will be catching people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to 
shore, they left everything and followed him. 

Affirmation — We will hear Jesus’ instructions and eagerly obey them. (Spo-
ken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

People seek significance and purpose. 
Are we on earth just to eke out a living, 
or can we be part of something greater? 
Jesus called Simon and his cohorts to 
follow Him and find fulfillment in doing 
the work of God’s Kingdom.

Break into two groups and have one 
group discuss the following issues: 
Are most people satisfied with simply 
working to earn a living, or would they 
be much happier if they could engage in 
work or careers that give them the op-
portunity to accomplish something they 
consider more significant in their lives? 
How about each of you? What is your fo-
cus and goal in life? Is it enough for you, 
for instance, to get a good job, a loving 
mate, raise a family, and live in peace? 
What is the most precious thing in life for 
you? Will you seek to achieve it?

Let the second group discuss the following:
Why are people drawn to charismatic leaders and the movements they inspire? 
Are they awed by the seeming presence of greatness? Are people apt to take 
risks when an opportunity to accomplish something important arises? Why do 
you think people join cults? What about each of you? Do you think you are sol-
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idly grounded in your faith and beliefs so that you would not be easily enticed 
by certain persuasive persons offering attractive plans and opportunities that 
would seem highly beneficial to you? Do you know of persons who have been 
so affected and made big mistakes?

Let both groups share their findings. 

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Luke 5:1-7:  The calling of Peter, An-
drew, James, and John while they were 
earning their living as fishermen is re-
corded in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 
4:18-22; Mark 1:16-22; Luke 5:1-11). 
This is often viewed as a later calling to 
leave their jobs in preparation for being 
sent out as apostles of Jesus (Matthew 
10; Mark 6:6-12; Luke 9:1-6). John re-
cords Jesus calling a few disciples who 
were following John the Baptist on the 
other side of the Jordan. John, Andrew, 
and Peter were among the first called 
(John 1:35-42). John tells of Jesus re-
peating the miraculous catch event af-
ter the Resurrection (John 21:4-6). In 
doing so, Jesus re-commissioned Peter 
after Peter had denied Jesus. In both 
miraculous catch events, the feat was 
made even more unlikely by being done 
after the expert fishermen experienced a 
fruitless night of fishing. 

Luke 5:8-11: “The story of the catch of 
fish (5:1-11; cf. Jn 21:1-14) contrasts 
Jesus’ power with the helplessness of his 
disciples. It depicts Simon Peter’s recog-
nition of his own sinfulness and the astonishment of Peter and his companions 
at Jesus’ miraculous activity. And it tells how Jesus called Peter, James, and 
John to the work of evangelism. Their task was to catch men and women” (As-
bury Bible Commentary). Jesus used the familiar setting of a boat on the water 
to demonstrate his power over nature to these disciples again when he calmed 
a storm (Mark 4:35-41) and when he walked on water (Matthew 14:22-31; 
Mark 6:45-52).
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ELEVATE: (5-10 min.)

Compare the role of the first disciples with that of ministers today who choose 
a vocational ministry—earning a living as ministers of Jesus.

Today, are workers for Christ encouraged to participate in ministry outside of 
normal work hours and expected to give income earned by their work to be 
used for ministry? Do you think this is acceptable ministry?

Discuss the truth or falsity of the following statements:
1. Believers seek to be sensitive to the call of Jesus in serving him.
2. Believers recognize their work in serving Jesus to be an undeserved privi-

lege.
3. Believers willingly make sacrifices in order to spread the gospel. Write 

prayers asking God to lead you into a new avenue of ministry.

iTHINK: (5-7 min.) 

1. Write the names of some influential twentieth-century leaders on the board. 
(Ex: Winston Churchill, Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, Jr., Lech Walesa, 
etc.) How were they able to inspire others to join their causes? What were 
they able to accomplish?

2. Notice the way Simon’s attitude toward Jesus developed throughout the 
story. To what do you attribute the change he makes? In what ways has your 
attitude toward Jesus/Jesus’ call to you developed or changed over time? To 
what do you attribute this?

3. Let participants write a diary entry of the Apostle Peter based on the events 
of Luke 5:1-11; Mark 4:35-41; or Mark 6:45-52. The first line of the diary 
entry should be: “I thought I understood life on the water, but what I saw to-
day amazed even me.”

4. Note how Jesus used the disciples’ job as fishermen to call them into minis-
try for Him—You once caught fish; now you will fish for people. Try to rephrase 
your job as a call from Jesus to a deeper ministry. (Ex: To the cook—I will 
teach you to provide spiritual nourishment; To the mechanic—I will teach you 
to repair the hearts of people; etc.)

KEY VERSE: Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on 
you will be catching people.” Luke 5:10b
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ADULT UNIT II: Jesus and Calls in His Ministry
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Called to Heal

ADULT TOPIC: Healing for the Whole Person

LESSON 7
DATE: January 17, 2021

DEVOTIONAL READING: Psalm 103:1-14
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Mark 2:1-12

PRINT PASSAGE: Same

Home Daily Bible Reading

Jan. 11 M Isaiah 57:14-21 Peace and Healing Will Come
Jan. 12 T 1 Peter 2:18-25 Healed by Christ’s Wounds
Jan. 13 W Matthew 15:21-28 Canaanite Daughter Healed by  
   Mother’s Faith
Jan. 14 Th James 5:13-16 Anoint Sick with Oil and Prayer
Jan. 15 F Mark 5:21-34 Woman Healed by Her Faith 
Jan. 16 Sa Mark 2:13-17 The Sick Need a Physician
Jan. 17 Su Mark 2:1-12 Jesus Heals and Forgives the  
   Paralytic

EXALT!

Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration – “Come, Ye Disconsolate” - #447 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial Hymn
Declaration – Mark 2:1-12 (Read together by the class, by a volunteer or 
responsively.)

Jesus Heals a Paralytic
1 When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported 
that he was at home. 2 So many gathered around that there was no 
longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speak-
ing the word to them. 3 Then some people came, bringing to him a 
paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 And when they could not 
bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above 
him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which 
the paralytic lay. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting 
there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this fellow speak in this 
way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 At once 
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Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these ques-
tions among themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise such 
questions in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and 
walk’? 10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authori-
ty on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, 
stand up, take your mat and go to your home.” 12 And he stood up, 
and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that 
they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen 
anything like this!” 

Affirmation — We will strive to share love and mercy with those who are in 
need, even those who are different from us. (Spoken together by class and 
teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

The limitations of human existence 
make genuine wholeness an elu-
sive goal. Where can we find true 
healing? By declaring a paralyzed 
man’s sins forgiven and restoring 
his physical health, Jesus demon-
strated that God had called Jesus 
to heal infirmities of the soul as well 
as the body.

Break into groups of threes and 
let each group discuss their under-
standing of the differences between 
physical health and mental health. 

Then explain your understanding of how one’s physical, emotional, social, and 
spiritual needs are intertwined. 

Come back together in the group, as a whole. Identify and share personal phys-
ical, emotional, social, and spiritual needs we may all have in common. Finally, 
spend time praying for God to meet each other’s needs, and relate the expe-
riences of the COVID-19 pandemic and how the pandemic might affect our 
health in all these ways discussed, as well as the need for fervent prayer for 
healing and wholeness.
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EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Mark 2:1-4: We don’t get many cases where Jesus conducts his ministry in 
his hometown of Nazareth. Capernaum, rather than Jesus’ hometown of Naz-
areth, or the capital city of Jerusalem, served as a headquarters for Jesus’ 
ministry (Matthew 4:13). Jesus and his disciples would travel elsewhere but 
regularly returned to Capernaum. Now He was in His hometown and massive 
crowds had followed Him there, along with the gathering of those of Nazareth, 
obviously. There were at least two barriers to overcome to reach Jesus: that of 
the crowd (2:2-4) and that of the roof (2:4). Village houses had flat roofs that 
were often used as an outside room. They were covered with clay bricks or 
tiles and would be accessible by ladder. So the friends of this paralytic found a 
clever way to overcome the obstacles of getting him before the Lord.

Mark 2:5-7: Jesus concentrates initially on the faith aspect and then the for-
giveness of the man’s sin. “He answers the faith of four men, who [having the 
audacity] to lower a paralytic man through the roof into a crowded house, by 
forgiving the man’s sins. The scribes hold Him guilty of blasphemy because they 
say that only God can forgive sins” (Bible Panorama). And of course, this finally 
ends up being the Jewish charge that leads to His crucifixion. After healing a 
man by the Bethesda Pool, Jesus tied physical disability with sin (John 5:14) 
as he did in this account. Though it was common to blame physical disability 
on sin, Jesus also made it clear that this was not always the case (John 9:1-3). 

Mark 2:8-12:  Sensing that his words and actions are opposed by the scribes, 
Jesus addresses their concerns. “Jesus knows their thoughts, answers them, 
and endorses His power by telling the paralytic to rise, take up his bed, and go. 
He does so, and the amazed people glorify God” (Bible Panorama).  Miracles 
were used to authenticate Jesus’ calling to teach, giving authoritative proof of 
his authority (Mark 1:22, 27; 2:10). Here the miracle is also used to authenti-
cate Jesus’ calling and authority to forgive sins. The Gospel writers often say 
that people were “amazed” (existasthai) by Jesus’ miracles (Matthew 12:23; 
Mark 2:12; 5:20; 6:51). The word itself means “to be thrown from a fixed posi-
tion.” The miracles, in other words, caused cognitive dissonance, forcing view-
ers to rethink who Jesus was.

ELEVATE: (10 min.)

We see many miraculous accounts in Scripture confirming Jesus’ divine au-
thority to forgive sins, heal sicknesses and diseases, and to make people whole 
in various ways. Thus, we seek Him for forgiveness of our sins and recognize 
Him as the Great Physician, the source of mental, physical, and spiritual heal-
ing. Discuss ways in which we transfer this to ourselves as His followers. For 
instance, do we sense a call to tell our friends and families about Jesus? In 
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the face of our helplessness and 
confusion, do we turn to Jesus 
unashamedly in the terrible pan-
demic we are facing today? Are 
we finding many persons today 
spending time, efforts, and money 
to fulfill their callings to meet the 
needs of those who are hurting? 
You find many and varied persons 
and organizations saying, “We’re in 
this together,” which nobody can 
deny. But can we also acknowledge 
and publish abroad that, “Jesus is 
in this with us. Give Him a call”? 

iTHINK: (5-7 min.)

1. Find about ten quotations using the words amaze, amazed, or amazing from 
a famous quotes site. Write the quotes on separate index cards, leaving out 
those key words. Distribute the cards at the beginning of class, asking partic-
ipants to try to guess the missing words. Discuss times when you were truly 
amazed.

2. Conduct mock interviews of the main characters in this account: the man 
and his friends, the teachers of the law, the others who witnessed the miracle. 
Ask the persons being interviewed how what they witnessed changed what 
they thought about Jesus.

3. Explore some brochures from faith-based ministries to look for ways such 
ministries seek to serve the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of their 
clients.

4. Ask participants to share experienc-
es of miraculous healings and events 
they have experienced and witnessed 
during these times of pandemic. How 
do you think many peoples’ faith have 
increased during this critical time?

KEY VERSE: “Which is easier, to 
say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and 
take your mat and walk’?” Mark 
2:9
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ADULT UNIT II: Jesus and Calls in His Ministry
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Called as the Intercessor

ADULT TOPIC: Standing in the Gap
 

LESSON 8
DATE: January 24, 2021

DEVOTIONAL READING: 1Timothy 2:1-7a
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: John 17:14-24

PRINT PASSAGE: Same

Home Daily Bible Reading

Jan. 18 M Acts 12:5-11 Prayer for Peter in Prison
Jan. 19 T Romans 15:22-33 Pray for a Successful Ministry
Jan. 20 W Ephesians 3:14-21 Pray for Inner Strength and  
   Power
Jan. 21 Th Matthew 6:7-13 Pray the Prayer of Our Lord
Jan. 22 F Luke 6:22-33 Pray for Your Abusers
Jan. 23 Sa Luke 22:39-46 Pray to Avoid Trials
Jan. 24 Su John 17:13-24 Jesus Prays for His Disciples

EXALT!

Invocation — Teacher or learner
Celebration — “Lord Jesus, I Love Thee” #274 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial Hym-
nal
Declaration — John 17:14-24 (Read together by class, by a volunteer or  
responsively)

14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because 
they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 
I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to pro-
tect them from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to the world, just as 
I do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 
truth. 18 As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into 
the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also 
may be sanctified in truth.

20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who 
will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you 



35

have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are 
one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, 
so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, 
which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation 
of the world. 

Affirmation — We commit to pray for others and work for unity in the body of 
Christ. (Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

People often look for ways to appeal for assistance on the behalf of others. 
How can people respond to the urge to intercede in a meaningful manner? 
Jesus’ prayer for His disciples serves as a call to us to engage in intercessory 
prayer for the sake of others.

Separate into two groups and let one group discuss the following three 
questions or issues:
1.How do we rely on intercessors when dealing with legal, real estate, employ-

ment, or personal matters? Does this help us to understand a need for inter-
ceding for others in their difficult times?

2. How eager are we to come to the aid of a friend or family member going 
through a difficult time? Do we have a duty to intercede for them? Or would 
we rather blame them for their misfortune?

Let the second group respond to the following points:
1. Do we recognize the value of unity when a group of people is facing hard-

ship? Elaborate on this.

2. Do we learn more from going through hardship than by avoiding hardship 
altogether? Why or why not?

3. Should we take responsibility for the well-being of others? Or, should we just 
look after our own welfare and that of our family?

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

John 17:14-19: As the hour of His crucifixion quickly approaches, Jesus 
turns to prayer. The Synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke focus on Je-
sus’ prayer for himself at this crucial time in the Gethsemane experience (“Take 
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this cup from me etc. . .”: Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46). 
John focuses primarily on this “high-priestly prayer” of intercession. In the first 
five verses of John 17, Jesus prays for Himself that God would glorify Him 
so that He might glorify God—most likely through the coming ordeal. “Having 
prayed for Himself, He then prays for His disciples. He has given them God’s 
word. He sees them as gifts from the Father to Him! He prays that they will 
be joyful, kept, sanctified, and be sent into the world without conforming to it 
[what we refer to as being in but not of the world],” (The Bible Panorama). We 
might note here that Eastern religions teach that the world is an illusion that 
must be transcended. Jesus did not ask for His disciples to escape an illusory 
world, but rather that they be made holy (sanctified) with truth as they live in 
the world. We seriously take this as Jesus’ desire for us today, as “[Jesus] then 
prays for those who will come to know Him through His disciples and their wit-
ness. We are included in this prayer!” (Ibid.)

John 17:20-23: The stated purpose of the Gospel of John is to give evidence 
for believing in Jesus as Messiah in order to gain [eternal] life (John 20:31). 
Such is evident throughout the book, and most notably expressed and revered 
in John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” This prayer 
is the culmination of calls to eternal life (John 17:2, 3) that make up a re-
frain throughout John (3:15-16, 36; 4:14, 36; 5:24, 39; 6:27, 40, 47, 54, 68; 
10:28; 12:25, 50). We should note how love and unity between Jesus, God, 
and believers intertwine in this prayer and how pertinent and essential this is 
to Jesus. The neglect, oversight, or disregard of this powerful union is a huge 
loss to what Paul refers to as the Body of Christ.

John 17:24:  “Glory” is also of vital significance to Jesus here and elsewhere. 
The idea of giving glory has to do with demonstrating that something or some-
one has real value. Jesus taught that God is made real to the world in this way 
by the loving unity shown by Jesus’ disciples (John 13:35; 15:22-23). “Specif-
ically, Jesus looks forward to the lost souls given to Him by the Father, saved by 
His grace, to be with Him in glory. Meanwhile He wants us all to be filled with 
His love and presence while living for Him on earth” (The Bible Panorama).

ELEVATE: (10 min.)

Jesus knew so well the worth, value, and power of prayer. He prayed often to 
His Father and taught us, through His disciples, the primary way to approach 
God in prayer. And so we pray for each other and ask others to pray for them 
and for us. Analyze the verses of James Montgomery’s hymn, “Prayer Is the 
Soul’s Sincere Desire” #450 in The AME Zion Bicentennial Hymnal. In what 
ways does his song possibly enlighten us in our conception and understanding 
of prayer?
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Break into groups of threes and discuss your views of prayer and its powers in 
your life. Name the various types of prayer and their impact on people’s lives. 
What about prayers invoking Jesus’ name, that are asking Jesus to be our in-
tercessor, bringing our requests to the Father?

What about prayers asking God for endurance through trials, not merely for 
escape from difficulty.

Finally, discuss the questions: How do you view eternal life? Is eternal life being 
in the presence of God in this world as well as in the world to come? How does 
your view of eternal life influence the way you live from day-to-day?

Share your findings with the group as a whole.

iTHINK: (5-7 min.)

1. To begin the session, affix the following labels on the backs of volunteers: 
attorney, theatrical agent, member of Congress, union negotiator, real estate 
agent. Have other participants give your volunteers clues concerning their 
identities, helping them guess how they are labeled. Afterward, point out that 
all of these professionals serve as intercessors, tasked with representing the 
best interest of others.

2. Play a PSA from the “Got Your 6” campaign of a few years ago from a video 
sharing website. Discuss what it means to have someone’s back.

3. Contrast Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane as recorded in the Synoptic Gospels 
to the prayer in John 17. Use Hebrews 7:27 to explain how both roles of 
Jesus—that of a priest and that of a sacrifice—are shown when we consider 
combining both prayers.

4. Review John 17:1-24. Use a highlighter to mark the various intercessions 
(or requests/prayers) Jesus makes on behalf of the disciples. What does this 
model of prayer teach us about ways we can pray for others?

5. Give participants different colors of highlighters and ask them to highlight 
the following words each time they occur in John 17: glory, love, one, sanc-
tify. Discuss why those words underscore the major themes of this prayer.

6. Have participants list some ways in which one might be “of the world” rather 
than “sanctified by truth.”

KEY VERSE: “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of 
those who will believe in me through their word.” John 17:20
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ADULT UNIT III: The Call of Women
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Prophesying Daughters

ADULT TOPIC: Women Speak Out

LESSON 9
DATE: January 31, 2021

DEVOTIONAL READING: Joel 2:28-32
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Luke 2:36-38; Acts 1:12-14; 2:16-

21; 21:8-9 
PRINT PASSAGES: Luke 2:36-38; Acts 2:16-21; 21:8-9

Home Daily Bible Reading

Jan. 25 M Luke 10:38-42 Jesus Supports Mary’s Choice
Jan. 26 T John 11:1-11 Jesus Responds to Sisters’ Call
Jan. 27 W John 11:38-45 Jesus Raises Lazarus; Mary 
   Believes
Jan. 28 Th Luke 24:5-10 Women Carry Resurrection 
   Message to Apostles
Jan. 29 F Luke 24:44-53 Jesus’ Final Words and 
   Ascension
Jan. 30 Sa Luke 2:28-35 Simeon Sees Impact of Jesus’  
   Ministry
Jan. 31 Su Luke 2:36-38;  The Spirit Empowers Daughters   
  Acts 2:16-21; 21:8-9  to Prophesy

EXALT!

Invocation – Teacher or Leaner
Celebration – “In Christ There Is No East or West”-#231 A.M.E.Z. Bicenten-
nial Hymnal
Declaration – Luke 2:36-38; Acts 2:16-21; 21:8-9
(Read together by class, by a volunteer or responsively.)

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 
of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven 
years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God 
and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemp-
tion of Jerusalem. 
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16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last 
days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour 
out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in 
the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 
smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

8 The next day we left and came to Caesarea; and we went into the 
house of Philip the evangelist, one of the seven, and stayed with him.  
9 He had four unmarried daughters who had the gift of prophecy.

Affirmation – We affirm contributions of godly women to the church’s mis-
sion.  (Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 MIN.)

Unit III, “The Call of Women,” is a 
five-week study highlighting women 
in ministry. The first session focuses 
on prophesying women mentioned 
in the New Testament. The second 
session focuses on the Samaritan 
woman’s evangelistic ministry. Ses-
sion 3 explores Mary Magdalene’s 
call to unwavering discipleship. Ses-
sion 4 gives an opportunity to study 
the impact of Priscilla’s ministry. 
The final session focuses on Lydia’s 
call to service and hospitality.

All people have a unique purpose in life. How do we affirm each individual’s pur-
pose? The Gospels of Luke and John and the Book of Acts contain examples of 
women responding to God’s call.

Socially, culturally, and historically, we have been taught that certain tasks 
are men’s work and other tasks are women’s work. Search your mind, as well 
as cultural and historical sources, to determine the extent to which this has 
worked in different times, places, and circumstances. 



40

Break into groups of threes and respond to the following:
1. Identify women who have made great contributions throughout history. In 

what fields of endeavor have women served (e.g., politics, education, medi-
cine, nursing, royal families)? Has religion been one of these areas? Why or 
why not?

2. Discuss why we tend to affirm equality between the sexes, yet, struggle with 
what equality means. What are the issues?

3. Do you find that gender expectations may vary between cultures and even 
among families?If so, what do you think account for such differences?

4. Do you find it to be true that we want to hear the truth, no matter who tells 
it? Think hard before you answer. 

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Luke 2:36-38:  While we often equate prophecy with foretelling the future, the 
job of the biblical prophet was to speak the words of God, often prefaced with a 
“thus saith the Lord” (Exodus 9:13; Joshua 7:13; 1 Kings 11:31; 2 Kings 9:3; 
1 Chronicles 17:7; 2 Chronicles 11:4). There are commands in Scripture or-
dering women to keep silent in church (1 Corinthians 14:34; 1 Timothy 2:11-
12), but there are also examples of women exercising a strong prophetic voice 
(Judges 4: 4; 2 Kings 22:14). Anna is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew 
name Hannah, meaning “grace” or “divine favor.” The content of Anna’s proph-
ecy concerning the birth of Jesus apparently had some similarities to Hannah’s 
song at the birth of her son, Samuel (1 Samuel 2:1-10).

Translators differ as to Anna’s age. 
The adverb heos could indicate 
that she was a widow until she was 
eighty-four, or it could be trans-
lated that she was a widow for as 
long as eighty-four years, making 
her over one hundred years of age. 
One source concludes: “An aged 
and godly servant and prophetess, 
Anna, confirms the truth of Sime-
on’s prophecy independently” (The 
Bible Panorama).

Acts 2:16-21:  The pouring out of God’s Spirit on men and women of all ages 
at Pentecost is the fulfillment of God’s promise in Joel 2:28-29, a result of Is-
rael’s repentance and renewed relationship with God. Women were included in 
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receiving and testifying to the pow-
er of God’s presence as revealed in 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 
and manifested in the church. This 
is a strong passage that is difficult 
to refute for anyone denying that 
women were called to serve in min-
istry.

Acts 21:8-9: Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary states: “This Philip 
had four maiden daughters, who 
did prophesy, Acts 21:9. It intimates 
that they prophesied of Paul’s trou-
bles at Jerusalem, as others had 
done, and dissuaded him from go-
ing; or perhaps they prophesied for 
his comfort and encouragement, 
in reference to the difficulties that 
were before him. Here was a further 
accomplishment of that prophecy, 
Joel 2:28; of such a plentiful pour-
ing out of the Spirit upon all flesh 
that their sons and their daughters 

should prophesy, that is, foretell things to come.” This is one interpretation of 
“prophesy” mentioned, which, of course, is not the only one. Prophesying in the 
New Testament is not limited to foretelling the future. “Forthtelling” is another 
meaning, which is preaching. There is no limitation of the Holy Spirit, which is 
poured out on all flesh.

ELEVATE: (10 min.)

Christians have varying opinions about specific ministry roles available to 
women, but as the Holy Spirit freely operates in and among believers, we are 
likely to acknowledge that “opinions” hardly matter when the mystery of the 
Spirit of God is at work. Break into two groups and discuss your own views and 
experiences with these issues regarding women called into various ministries. 
Include in your discussion points made in the following statements.

1. Many people agree that the responsibility to proclaim the Gospel belongs to 
all believers, both men and women.

2. We cannot deny the contributions of great Christian women, both past and 
present.
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3. While we may generally acknowledge that all Jesus’ followers are equal in 
the sight of God, we may differ in recognizing the ministry gifts they possess.

4. It is the duty of all to search the Scriptures and pray to seek God’s will as to 
the role they are to play in building the Kingdom of God. Only God is the final 
judge of the role one should play in the work of Christ.

iTHINK: (5 – 7 min.)

1. Display a copy of the iconic “Rosie the Riveter/We Can Do It” poster from 
one of many Internet sites. Discuss the historical context of this World War II 
poster and how it challenged ideas about jobs only men or only women could 
perform.

2. Provide a number of commentaries to the group and allow them to discover 
how various commentators interpret the “silent women” verses of 1 Corinthi-
ans 14:34 and 1 Timothy 2:11-12.

3. Compare and contrast the praises of Mary (Luke 1:46-55) and Hannah (1 
Samuel 2:1-10) with the content of Anna’s prophecy. Have participants write 
a few lines of poetry in a style similar to that of the former that communicate 
the content of Anna’s prophecy.

4. Review the background Scripture. What ministry roles do women have in 
these texts? How do these roles compare with the roles women hold in your 
church? In what ways could you advocate for women to fulfill roles exempli-
fied in Scripture?

5. Ask the class to imagine a women’s ministry group called the “Daughters of 
Philip.” Have them write a mission statement for this group based on what 
was learned in today’s study.

6. Have participants write a thank-you note to a Christian woman (living or 
dead) who greatly influenced their spiritual development.

KEY VERSE: “In the last days it 
will be, God declares, that I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream 
dreams.” Acts 2:17
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ADULT UNIT III: The Call of Women
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Called to Evangelize

ADULT TOPIC: No Insignificant Witnesses

LESSON 10
DATE: February 7, 2021

DEVOTIONAL READING: John 1:37-51
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: John 1:37-51; 4:25-42

PRINT PASSAGE: John 4:25-42

Home Daily Bible Reading

Feb. 1 M Revelation 21:1-7 Receive the Water of Life
Feb. 2 T John 8:21-30 Jesus Declares, “I Am from  
   Above”
Feb. 3 W Romans 8:12-17 God’s Children Led by the Spirit
Feb. 4 Th John 1:37-42 Simon and Andrew First  
   Disciples
Feb. 5 F John 1:43-51 Galileans Philip and Nathanael  
   Become Disciples
Feb. 6 Sa John 4:43-54 Jesus Heals Son of Galilean  
   Official
Feb. 7 Su John 4:25-42  Samaritans Come to Jesus

EXALT!

Invocation – Teacher or Learner
Celebration – “He Touched Me” - #629 A. M. E. Zion Bicentennial Hymnal
Declaration — John 4:25-42 (Read together by the class, by a volunteer or 
responsively.)

25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is 
called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.”  
26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was 
speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, 
“Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water 
jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 “Come and 
see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the 
Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their way to him.
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31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”  
32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 
33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him 
something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four 
months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around 
you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is 
already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that 
sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds 
true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which 
you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into 
their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the wom-
an’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when 
the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and 
he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his 
word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you 
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know 
that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 

Affirmation — We commit to share with others the transforming power of God 
at work in our lives.  (Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

Some people wonder if they are good enough to give direction to others. What 
is the best way to share or witness to others? The woman at the well was con-
sidered an outcast, but after meeting Jesus she eagerly became a witness and 
brought others to Jesus. How typical is such an experience of Jesus today 
among those converted to Christ?

How does one determine her or his qualifications for some tasks and lack of 
qualifications for other tasks? What is it like to feel intimidated in the presence 
of those of a certain social, economic, cultural, or educational status? How 
does it affect one to feel this way?

How do you suppose you would have felt if you encountered Jesus as the Wom-
an of Samaria did in her day? Do you think you would have reacted in the same 
way she did? To answer this, you probably need to imagine the kind of situation 
she was experiencing personally and socially. Do you admire those who are 
willing to defy cultural taboos for the good of others? Give examples of persons 
you know of this character today. What good have they achieved?
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EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

John 4:25-27: As was His style, Jesus did some amazing things in the story 
of His encounter with the  Woman of Samaria. In the first place, He deliberate-
ly traveled through this area avoided by the Jews, no doubt, just to have the 
impact that he did. “The background of this incident is the profound contempt 
that the Jews and the Samaritans felt for each other (v. 9). [Having been mixed 
through intermarried with the Assyrians by whom they had been exiled, the 
Samaritans were reasonably despised more or less by the Jews.] When trav-
eling between Galilee and Judea, many Jews would cross the Jordan twice 
rather than pass through Samaria. Jesus [purposefully] did not follow this prac-
tice (Luke 9:52),” (The Reformation Study Bible).  In speaking with the wom-
an even casually, He was crossing highly forbidden boundaries, since for one 
thing, Jewish teachers rarely if ever spoke to a woman in public. Amazingly, He 
forthrightly told her He was the Messiah, the only place He so identified Himself 
prior to His arrest and trial.

John 4:28-30, 39-42: “The disciples returned and were surprised to find Je-
sus talking with a woman (v.27; cf. the comment on v.9). The woman reported 
her conclusion about Jesus and His identity to the villagers and invited them 
to come see him (vv.28-29).” “The Samaritan woman was not a controver-
sialist determined to argue with anything Jesus might have said. Rather, she 
was a person who, despite initial misapprehension of who he was, followed his 
explanations all the way to acceptance of Him as Christ. In that regard, she is 
in John a paradigm of faith.” “The story of the conversations at Jacob’s well is 
brought to a close by an account of wider Samaritan response to Jesus. The 
villagers, first attracted by the woman’s testimony about Jesus, came to believe 
for themselves that He was the Savior of the world (not the Savior of the Jews 
alone)” (The Asbury Bible Commentary).

John 4:31-38: “When the disciples encouraged Jesus to partake of some 
physical nourishment (v.31), His response in terms of spiritual food (v.32) 
mystified them. They wondered if someone else might have fed Him (v.33). But 
He was referring to doing the will of God (v.34) and was speaking of the work 
of evangelism that God had outlined for both Him and them (vv.35-38)” (As-
bury Bible Commentary). The comparison of those ready to hear the Gospel to 
a field of ripe grain in John 4:35-38 is parallel to Jesus’ words to His disciples 
given prior to his sending them on their first independent mission (Matthew 
9:35-38). 

ELEVATE: (5-10 min.)

Break into two groups; let the first group discuss the following: We know 
that we are called to proclaim the Gospel. Though we may feel intimidated 
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when sharing the Gospel, we count on direction and strength from the Holy 
Spirit in doing so. In addition to sharing the Gospel on our own, we support 
missionary efforts to reach people we ourselves cannot easily reach. How well 
does this describe you and your experiences with following Jesus’ command 
for His disciples to spread the Gospel.

Let the second group discuss the following: We are amazed that Jesus 
accepts us as we are and at his willingness to associate with those others re-
ject. Therefore, we know that telling about our personal knowledge and trans-
formation is an effective way of engaging others. How well does this describe 
you and your experiences with Jesus, as well as your ability to spread the Word.
Share your findings in summary with the whole class as you come 
back together.

iTHINK: (5-7 min.) 

1. Do an Internet search for weird jobs. Share those to begin the session, ask-
ing the group which of those jobs they would be qualified to perform. Discuss 
what it means to be qualified for any job.

2. On the board write: When I first learned ____________, I just had to tell 
someone! Have participants consider how they might complete that sen-
tence. Then discuss how exciting news might motivate us to speak to others 
to whom we might not normally speak.

3. Challenge the group to think of questions that were probably in the mind of 
the Samaritan woman as she headed home. (For example: How did Jesus 
know details about my life? Why would Jesus speak to me in the first place? 
Why would the Messiah come to Samaria?) Encourage participants to list as 
many questions as possible.

4. Consider the major metaphors used in John 4: living water, food, harvest. 
Help the group retell the events of this chapter by using the meaning of the 
metaphors rather than the metaphors themselves.

5. Point out that the testimony that Jesus told the woman everything she had 
ever done was effective in capturing the interest of her fellow-Samaritans 
(John 4:39). Ask participants to try to summarize the transformation they 
have experienced because of Jesus (in a single sentence) that they could 
share with others.

KEY VERSE: Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because 
of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 
John 4:39
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ADULT UNIT III: The Call of Women
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Mary Magdalene:

A Faithful Disciple
ADULT TOPIC: Showing Loyalty

LESSON 11
DATE: February 14, 2021

DEVOTIONAL READING: Romans 4:13-25
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Mark 15:40; 16:1-9; Luke 8:1-3; 

John 20:10-18
PRINT PASSAGES: Luke 8:1-3; Mark 15:40; John 20:10-18

Home Daily Bible Reading

Feb. 8 M 1 Cor. 15:1-11 Jesus Appears to Paul
Feb. 9 T John 19:25b-30 Present with Jesus at the Cross
Feb. 10 W Mark 16:1-8 Spices Prepared to Anoint 
   Jesus’ Body
Feb. 11 Th John 20:1-9 Mary Magdalene Finds Tomb  
   Empty
Feb. 12 F Matthew 28:1-10 Angel Confirms Jesus’  
   Resurrection to Women
Feb. 13 Sa John 20:19-23 Jesus Appears, Disciples Sent  
   into Ministry
Feb. 14 Su Lk. 8:1-3; Mk. 15:40;  Mary Magdalene, Faithful  
  John 20:10-18  Female Disciple

EXALT!

Invocation — Teacher or Learner
Celebration — “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak” - #368 A.M.E. Zion Bi-
centennial Hymn
Declaration — Luke 8:1-3; Mark 15:40; John 20:10-18 (Read together by 
the class, by a volunteer or responsively)

Some Women Accompany Jesus
1 Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaim-
ing and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve 
were with him, 2 as well as some women who had been cured of evil 
spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven de-
mons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, 
and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their 
resources.
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40 There were also women looking on from a distance; among them 
were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger 
and of Joses, and Salome.

10 Then the disciples returned to their homes.

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other 
at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 
said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and 
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, 
if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said 
to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said 
to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she 
told them that he had said these things to her.

Affirmation: We commit to embrace a lifestyle of wholehearted discipleship.
(Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

Being a truly committed follower of some-
one is often difficult, but there are persons 
who reveal consistent loyalty no matter 
what happens. How do you show your loy-
alty and faithfulness? Mary Magdalene 
demonstrated her unwavering discipleship 
and loyalty to Jesus through her action.

Break into two groups. Let one group dis-
cuss this question: At this very time in 
your life, to what or to whom would you be 
most likely to give your undivided loyalty? 

Why? To what extent would you make this commitment? In other words, would 
there be conditions under which you would be likely to withdraw your commit-
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ment? Consider the words Martin Luther King, Jr. once spoke: “If one has noth-
ing for which he or she would die, he or she has no reason to live.” How much 
sense does this make to you? 

Let the other group discuss this: What makes life worth living, in general? 
What is it that causes persons to say that their life is over and that they no lon-
ger have anything to live for? Why are there so many suicides today? Is there 
something about the conditions of our society today that causes people to lose 
their reason for living? How would you talk anyone into not taking their life 
today? What could you say to them to convince them that no matter what they 
are facing, life is still worth living?

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Luke 8:1-3; Mark 15:40:  Although 
popular culture has taught that Mary 
Magdalene was a prostitute, this is stat-
ed nowhere in Scripture. Scripture does 
gives examples of demon possession 
leading to dehumanizing and enslaving 
lifestyles (Mark 5:1-20; Acts 16:16-18). 
The women who financially supported 
Jesus’ ministry (Luke 8:1-3) are those 
who witnessed his crucifixion from a 
distance (Mark 15:40) and were quite 
possibly those who gathered with the 
disciples and Jesus’ family after the 
Resurrection (Acts 1:13-14). “This is 
the only Gospel to mention that certain 
women supported Jesus’ movement out 
of their own means. In particular, Jo-
anna, being the wife of Herod Antipas’s 
manager, was probably affluent. Luke 
includes both Mary Magdalene and Jo-
anna among the women who discovered 
the empty tomb (24:10). He does not 
identify Mary Magdalene with the sin-
ful woman of 7:36-50” (Asbury Bible 
Commentary). “Rabbis refused to teach 
women, so Jesus’ acceptance of them 
into His group of followers was unusual….This provides a glimpse of the way 
Jesus and His band were supported throughout His ministry,” “15:40 Mary 
Magdalene, That is, from Magdala on the southwestern shore of the Sea of Gal-
ilee (cf. 16:9; Luke 8:2), Mary, the mother of James, the younger and of Joses, 
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known only from this incident (cf. Matt. 27:56), Salome, Mother of James and 
John (Matt. 27:56; cf. 20:20” (Reformation Study Bible).

John 20:10-18: The individual Gospels each include different details about 
what exactly happened on the morning of the third day after the Crucifixion 
(Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John: 20:1-18), which makes 
developing a chronology of all those events challenging. Just as the Samaritan 
woman was among the first to whom Jesus revealed His Messiahship (John 
4:25-26), Mary Magdelene, a former demoniac, was the first to witness his 
Resurrection. Jesus’ command to Mary after his resurrection has been trans-
lated as a command not to touch Him (John 21:17). Most likely, viewing it as a 
command not to keep holding on to Him is a superior translation. This transla-
tion would mirror the thought expressed to His disciples earlier. Unless Jesus 
returned to the Father, He could not complete His mission by sending the Holy 
Spirit (John 16:7). “Mary’s experience at the tomb was different, but it also led 
to belief. After the two disciples had gone home, she remained behind weeping. 
She, too, looked into the tomb, but instead of grave cloths she saw two angels 
sitting where the Lord’s body had lain. When they asked why she wept, she 
told them about her loss (vv.10-13)” (Asbury Bible Commentary). When Mary 
finally encountered Jesus, He commissioned her to go tell his other disciples.

ELEVATE: (10 min.)

Break into three groups, if feasible, and discuss these questions from Warren 
Wiersbe BE Bible Study Series.

Group 1:
1. Read about the happy ending to Jesus’ death in John 20:1-18. How do peo-

ple try to explain away Jesus’ resurrection?

2.  What evidences are there in this passage that Jesus did indeed die and rise 
again?

3.  How would you characterize Peter’s and John’s faith at this time?

Group 2:
1. What do you learn about Mary from her experiences at the empty tomb and 

her encounter with the risen Christ?

2.  Why were women the first witnesses of the resurrected Lord?

3.  Why didn’t Jesus appear in a more public way after His resurrection, such as 
to the Jewish leaders or to Pilate?
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Group 3:
1 What role does evidence play in your conviction that Jesus has risen?

2. What transformations occurred in this passage? 

3. How has the risen Lord transformed your life? Share your findings with the 
whole group as you come back together.

iTHINK: (5-7 min.)

1. List a few of the most popular U.S. charities on the board (examples: Amer-
ican Cancer Society, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, World Vision, 
Wounded Warrior Project, American Red Cross). Have participants imagine 
that they had $1,000 to donate to charity. Ask them to explain how they 
would divide their contribution among two or more of those charities. Dis-
cuss why people support certain charities.

2. Help participants research instances of demon possession in the Gospels 
(Mark 5:1-20; 9:14-28; Acts 16:16-18). Discuss the destructive effects of 
demon possession. How might being cured of demon-possession have moti-
vated Mary Magdalene’s loyalty to Jesus?

3. Play Johnny Cash’s “If Jesus Ever Loved a Woman” or “I Don’t Know How to 
Love Him” (Godspell) from a video sharing web site. Help the class critique 
the content of this song about Mary Magdalene, using the lesson text.

4. Using a large sheet of shelf paper, help participants create a timeline that 
harmonizes the post-Resurrection appearances from all four Gospels. Which 
people were consistently shown to be present with Jesus after his resurrec-
tion? What does this indicate about their loyalty to Jesus? 

5. Sing or read “I Stand Amazed in the Presence” or a similar hymn of com-
mitment to Jesus. How does this express your imaginative experience of the 
Savior’s presence?

6. Discern together: What from Mary’s experience and testimony compels us to 
follow Jesus wholeheartedly? What would change in our lives if we did make 
such a commitment?

KEY VERSES: The twelve were with him, as well as some women who 
had been cured of evil spirits. Luke 8:1-2
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ADULT UNIT III: The Call of Women
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Priscilla: Called to Minister 

ADULT TOPIC: Risk Taker

LESSON 12
DATE: February 21, 2021

DEVOTIONAL READING: Colossians 4:7-15
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Acts 18:1-26; Romans 16:3-4; 

1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19
PRINT PASSAGES: Acts 18:1-3, 18-21, 24-26; Romans 16:3-4

Home Daily Bible Reading

Feb. 15 M 2 Timothy 4:9-18 Paul Reflects on His Ministry
Feb. 16 T Colossians 4:7-15 Greetings to Saints in Jesus  
   Christ
Feb. 17 W 2 Cor. 13:11-13;  The Holy Kiss Strengthens  
  1 Thes. 5:23-28  Ministry Bond
Feb. 18 Th Acts 18:4-11 Ministry Shifts from Jews to  
   Gentiles 
Feb. 19 F Acts 18:12-17 Roman Official Refuses to Settle  
   Dispute
Feb. 20 Sa Romans 16:1-2, 6-7,  Greetings to All Sisters in  
  12-13, 16  Ministry
Feb. 21 Su Acts 18:1-3, 18-21,  Priscilla, Key Outreach Minister
  24-26; Rom. 16:3-4; 
  1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Tim. 4:19 

EXALT!

Invocation — Teacher or learner
Celebration — “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”-#492 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial 
Hymnal
Declaration — Acts 18:1-3, 18-21, 24-26; Romans 16:3-4 (Read together by 
class, by a volunteer or responsively)

Paul in Corinth
1 After this Paul[a] left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he found 
a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from 
Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to 
leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and, because he was of the same 
trade, he stayed with them, and they worked together—by trade they 
were tentmakers. 
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Paul’s Return to Antioch
18 After staying there for a considerable time, Paul said farewell to the 
believers and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. At 
Cenchreae he had his hair cut, for he was under a vow. 19 When they 
reached Ephesus, he left them there, but first he himself went into the 
synagogue and had a discussion with the Jews. 20 When they asked 
him to stay longer, he declined; 21 but on taking leave of them, he said, 
“I will return to you, if God wills.” Then he set sail from Ephesus.

Ministry of Apollos
24 Now there came to Ephesus a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alex-
andria. He was an eloquent man, well-versed in the scriptures. 25 He 
had been instructed in the Way of the Lord; and he spoke with burn-
ing enthusiasm and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, 
though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly 
in the synagogue; but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took 
him aside and explained the Way of God to him more accurately.

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jesus, 4 and 
who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but 
also all the churches of the Gentiles.

Affirmation — We will seek opportunities to use our gifts or abilities to further 
the Gospel. (Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

Encounters that bring together people with similar gifts and talents can lead 
to greater opportunities for service in other arenas. How can common traits 
or experiences lead to a meaningful engagement in ministry or service? Pris-
cilla and Aquila shared their tent-making business with Paul, and Paul shared 
his ministry of the Gospel with them. Break into two groups and discuss how 
and why it may be more effective for groups working as teams to spread the 
Gospel or minister in various ways than it is for individuals working solo. What 
about husband and wife teams? Why do you think husband/wife teams are 
becoming more and more popular today? How might or does this impact on 
the “pastor’s wife” syndrome? Would you prefer to work in such a team? If so, 
why? Discuss your findings with the whole group as you come back together.

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Acts 18:1-3; Roman 16:3-4: “Paul moves to Corinth and stays with Aqui-
la and Priscilla, Christian tent-makers. From that base, he reasons every Sab-
bath in the synagogue and persuades both Jews and Greeks to turn to Christ. 
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Evangelism is his lifestyle” (The Bible Panorama). Priscilla was an integral par-
ticipant in vocation and ministry in partnership with her husband and Paul. 
Corinth was a center of commerce, but also had a reputation for decadence. 
At one point in time, the temple of Aphrodite employed over a thousand tem-
ple prostitutes there. In such a debauched, multi-cultural society, connections 
with a community of other God-followers (Jesus-followers) would have been 
beneficial. Paul’s ministry in Corinth brought about dangerous opposition, in-
cluding a criminal trial for promoting an illegal religion (Acts 18:12-13). Paul’s 
recognition of risks taken by Priscilla and Aquila on his behalf was apparently 
well-justified (Romans 16:3-4).

Acts 18:18-23: Contrary to the practice of teachers in his day, Paul some-
times refused to take money from those he taught. Instead, he might work 
at his trade during the week to finance his preaching on the Sabbath (1 Cor-
inthians 9:14-15; 1 Thessalonians 2:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10). “Paul’s en-
thusiasm for the Gospel and for the Lord is seen in his travels and his witness 
wherever he goes. It encompasses Cenchrea, Ephesus, Caesarea, and Antioch. 
Leaving Priscilla and Aquila at Ephesus, Paul witnesses there in the synagogue. 
He then journeys to Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples” (Ibid.). 

Acts 18:24-28: “An Alexandrian-born Jew, Apollos, who will become a mighty 
proponent of the Gospel, has the gospel explained to him in Ephesus by Pris-
cilla and Aquila. Up to now, he has only understood the baptism of John. The 
husband and wife team thus contribute much to his blessing and to the spread 
of the Gospel. The Christians write to the Achaian believers, recommending 
Apollos as the one who encourages them there, vigorously refuting the Jews 
publicly, and demonstrating from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ” (Ibid.) 
Apollos preached the baptism of John, which was for repentance (Mark 1:4) 
and not Christian baptism for the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). Evidence 
that Apollos had some converts is seen in that Paul later met Ephesian disci-
ples who were not familiar with the Holy Spirit, having only been baptized into 
John’s baptism (Acts 19:1-3).

ELEVATE: (10 min.)

Break into two groups and let the first group discuss the following issues 
or questions:
1. It is obvious that we find mutual support by being a part of a Christian com-

munity. How important is this?

2. When we join with each other to serve our communities in the name of Je-
sus, we learn to love and support one another and impact our ministry in a 
positive way.
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3. Many are willing to leave their communities to go on long- and short-term 
mission trips and also to financially support other missionaries. How satisfy-
ing is this?

Let the second group discuss the following:
4. We should be committed to theological accuracy and tactfully correct false 

teaching. Can you give examples in your experiences of where this may be 
necessary?

5. It is necessary that both men and women work as equal partners in the 
workplace and in their churches. Can you think of situations where this is 
not the case and what problems result from the inequality? If so, share them.

iTHINK: (5-7 min.)

1. Invite someone who moved from another area and joined your congregation 
to talk with the group about the importance/value of finding a new church 
family after a move.

2. Have participants role-play positive and negative ways of correcting some-
one.

3. Ask the participants: What questions would you have for Priscilla regarding 
her vocational and ministry work as a woman in the first century?

4. Compare Acts 18:24-26 and Acts 19:1-7. Discuss the long-term problems 
that might have been caused were Priscilla and Aquila not to correct Apol-
los’s teaching.

5. Discuss the relationships between the various people in ministry mentioned 
in these texts. Were they peers or was someone “in charge”? If so, was that 
a formal structural relationship or was it relational (based on respect for 
broader experience or giftedness)? How might this be a model for relation-
ships among people in ministry today? Or would it even work?

6. Help participants consider how a modern “tent-making ministry” looks for 
them. In other words, how could they use their vocational skills to finance 
their personal ministry in their community or elsewhere? 

KEY VERSES: Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ 
Jesus, and who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give 
thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. Romans 16:3-4
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ADULT UNIT III: The Call of Women
ADULT GENERAL LESSON TITLE: Lydia: Called to Serve

ADULT TOPIC: Showing Generous Hospitality

LESSON 13
DATE: February 28, 2021

DEVOTIONAL READING: Psalm 33:1-12
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURES: Acts 16:11-15, 40;

1 Corinthians 1:26-30
PRINT PASSAGE: Same

Home Daily Bible Reading

Feb. 22 M 1 Peter 4:7-11 Don’t Complain but Serve One  
   Another
Feb. 23 T Romans 12:9-19 Everyday Expressions of 
   Hospitality
Feb. 24 W Acts 16:35-40 Hospitality Practiced in Jail 
   and Home
Feb. 25 Th 1 Tim. 5:9-10; 3:2 Hospitality Practiced by Widow  
   and Bishop
Feb. 26 F 1 Cor. 1:18-25 Christ, God’s Power and Wisdom
Feb. 27 Sa 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 Know Jesus Christ Crucified
Feb. 28 Su Acts 16:11-15, 40;  Lydia, Model of Hospitality 
  1 Cor. 1:26-30  Practice

EXALT!

Invocation — Teacher or learner
Celebration — “A Charge to Keep I Have”-#439 A.M.E. Zion Bicentennial 
Hymnal
Declaration — Acts 16:11-15, 40; 1 Corinthians 1:26-30
(Read together by class, by a volunteer or responsively)

The Conversion of Lydia
11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, 
the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is 
a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We 
remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went 
outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of 
prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 
there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was lis-
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tening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple 
cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 
Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, say-
ing, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at 
my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 

40 After leaving the prison they went to Lydia’s home; and when they 
had seen and encouraged the brothers and sisters there, they depart-
ed.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were 
of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame 
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;  
28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are 
not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29 so that no one might boast 
in the presence of God. 30 He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sancti-
fication and redemption,

Affirmation — We will serve others joyfully through whatever means are at our 
disposal. (Spoken together by class and teacher).

ENGAGE: (5-10 min.)

Many people have been recipients of generous hospitality or have been in a 
position to extend hospitality to someone. In what ways can openness and a lis-
tening ear provide opportunities to serve? Lydia was an attentive woman who 
responded to the Gospel message with faithfulness and generous hospitality
Discuss with the class, as a whole, the story of the issues of the attentiveness 
of Mary to Jesus’s teaching and Martha’s hospitality in serving and preparing 
food for the group (Luke 10:38-42). With which sister would you have been 
supportive and sympathetic? Explain your answer. Are you a “Mary” or a “Mar-
tha”? How did Jesus respond to Martha’s complaint? How would you compare 
Lydia with these two? Is there a way in which the two women can be combined 
into one characteristically? 

EDUCATE: (10-15 min.)

Acts 16:11-15, 40: Paul’s normal mission strategy was to go to a large city 
and speak at an established synagogue on the Sabbath (Acts 13:5, 14; 14:1; 
17:1, 2, 10, 17). He had a vision of a man calling him and his missionary party 
to Macedonia (Acts 16:6-10). Ironically, His group’s first converts in Europe 
were a group of women who held to their faith even though they were a small, 
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relatively powerless minority. In Philippi, he went to where he thought a syna-
gogue would be but found that none had been established. “Philip II of Mace-
don, the father of Alexander the Great, had established a large Greek colony 
here and named it Philippi. The Romans conquered it in 167 b.c. and made it 
part of the province of Macedonia” (Reformation Study Bible). Some empires 
were more tolerant of diverse religions than others. While the Roman Empire 
tolerated established religions, its predecessor, the Hellenistic Empire, had an 
often-hostile relationship with Judaism. It is not surprising that in a colony that 
was named after Alexander the Great, the Jewish population would be limited 
and met with hostility (Acts 16:20-22). Apparently, there were not ten Jewish 
men in that city (as was required to form a synagogue), so the women met 
as an ersatz synagogue. Among them was Lydia, a businesswoman dealing in 
purple, who became an outstanding Christian supporter. Tyrian purple was an 
expensive dye produced by predatory sea snails native to the eastern Medi-
terranean area. Since Lydia was a seller of purple (either the dye, fabric dyed 
with it, or both), she was probably wealthy. We learn that she shared her be-
longings generously. “Throughout redemptive history, it has often been God’s 
practice to save entire family units at the same time (2:38, 39; 11:14; 16:31; 
Gen. 17:7–14). [So it was with Lydia’s household.]The household baptisms of 
Acts are striking examples of this (10:47, 48; 16:31–33; cf. 1 Cor. 1:16). Such 
household baptisms were apparently standard practice” (Reformation Study 
Bible).

I Corinthians 1:26-30: The theme of God’s empowerment of the powerless 
is found throughout Scripture. The nation of Israel was born to an infertile cou-
ple. The second king of Israel (David) was the runt of the litter. Yet he deposed 
a king who had the appearance of a warrior (Saul), etc. Paul reminded the Cor-
inthians not to boast of social standing but in what the Lord does through them. 
“Salvation, by its very nature, does not depend on human values. Even those 
in the Corinthian church who might have been justly admired could not have 
claimed that they were chosen because of their good qualities. Rather, God has 
mercy on all who acknowledge their sinfulness (Mark 2:17; John 9:39–41) 
(Reformation Study Bible). “This principle [of human boasting expressed in 
verse 29], which Paul underscores in v. 31 by quoting Jer. 9:24, provides the 
foundation for the biblical doctrine of salvation: it is a gracious gift from God 
that rules out human boasting (Eph. 2:8, 9)”, Ibid.

ELEVATE: (10 min.)

As people of faith, we must realize that openness to God and willingness to lis-
ten and get good understanding of everyone and every situation before jump-
ing to conclusions and judging or misjudging other people is very important. 
We must be willing to change our plans when we feel God is directing us to do 
so for the benefit of God’s intentions and work. We must be devoted to the task 
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of taking the gospel of Christ to all people—regardless of race, gender, national-
ity, social class, or any other distinction.

As a group, respond to the following points:
1. As Christians, we are willing to stand for our faith, even when our beliefs vio-

late the cultural norms. Can you give examples of this type of circumstance?

2. As Christians, we make up for economic disparities between ourselves with 
hospitality and sharing. Can you give examples?

3. As Christians, we embrace a unity with other Christians on no other basis 
than that we share a common faith in Jesus. Have you had such experience? 
If so, share it.

Explain why you can or cannot agree with each of these statements. 

iTHINK: (5-7 min.)

1. Discuss some recent polls that indicate that the number of professing Christ 
followers in the U.S. is declining. How does that make you feel? Are those 
feelings justified?

2. Research Lydia in a commentary or another resource that pays special at-
tention to women in Scripture (like Women in Scripture by Carol Meyers and 
Toni Craven, Eerdmans, 2001). Create a resume or social media profile for 
her with the information you gather.

3. Compare and contrast the church in Philippi (Acts 16:11-15, 40) with the 
early church in Jerusalem (Acts 2:43-47). Focus on how unity came about 
through devotion to God and the practice of hospitality.

4. Do a hospitality inventory of your congregation. Imagine putting on glasses 
that let you see your congregation like a visitor who has never visited before. 
Make a list of things that you imagine might make a first-time visitor feel wel-
come, as well as a list of things that might not feel welcoming. Discuss what 
your group can do to be more hospitable to others.

KEY VERSE: When [Lydia] and her household were baptized, she 
urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. Acts 16:15
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